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FOREWORD 

The ceremonies described in our Ritual symbolize the high 
ideals for which we strive. All ceremonies should be presented 
expressively and accurately so that recruits and members alike are 
impressed by the full meaning of every action. 

The altar with its flag and Bible, the prayers, pledges and the 
official stations comprise the inner sanctum of our order. They 
express the distinctive character of the world's oldest overseas war 
veterans' organization. 

Every comrade interpreting the ritual should memorize 
thoroughly the portrayal of their part. A smooth performance is 
necessary to make the proper impression on the audience. 

Veterans coming to us from military forces of all wars appreciate 
painstaking attention to details. Our first influence upon recruits and 
new members will be through presentation of the VFW ritual. Every 
participant is urged to give their best. 

OPEN MEETINGS 

OPEN MEETINGS 
When open meetings are to be held these instructions should 
be followed: 
OPENING CEREMONIES 
Full ritualistic work is permissible in meetings open to the 
public. All persons present shall salute the colors at proper 
times. 
CLOSING CEREMONIES 
Colors are presented. All rise and salute the colors. Colors are 
retired. Commander states: "This meeting is closed." 
OBLIGATION OF RECRUITS 
Recruits may be obligated publicly. For instructions see page 
21, "Initiation Ceremony, Brief Form,' and page 28, 
"Ceremonial Initiation." 
INSTITUTION OF NEW POSTS 
This ceremony may be used in openings as prescribed 
including obligation of candidates and installation of officers. 
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GENERAL RULES 
 

 
This Ritual may not be changed except by the National Convention. 
 
1. Officers are personally responsible for their Rituals. They shall 

permit only properly authorized persons to read the Ritual. 

2. While the Post is in session, no member will pass between the 
altar and the commander's station, except as prescribed by the 
Ritual. 

3. All officers should memorize their parts and practice with co-
workers in order to render all ritual work correctly and 
impressively. See the Foreword. 

4. The officer of the day shall act as master of ceremonies. 

5. When addressing the commander all officers salute in a military 
manner. The commander will return similar salutes. All officers 
exchange salutes when addressing each other. 

6. One rap of the gavel calls attention or seats the body when 
standing. Two raps of the gavel call everyone to standing 
attention. 

7. At National and Department conventions the "Star Spangled 
Banner" should be played or sung at the Opening Session, 
immediately after the colors are placed. 

8. All Posts should hold a public memorial service for their 
departed comrades, at least once a year. This may be held as a 
special ceremony or in conjunction with a public meeting. 

9. "Sleep, Soldier Boy," by Dorothy Alexander, Auxiliary No. 409, 
or any other appropriate song may be used at all VFW memorial 
services. 

10. All VFW military formations and procedures shall con form with 
the current Infantry Drill Regulations, United States Army. 

11. The military salute shall be given in all ceremonials and 
meetings when a member wishes to address the commander or 
presiding officer. The military salute shall also be used in the 
ceremonial work, as set forth in this Ritual. 
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12. In compliance with directives approved by the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars 59th National Convention and the VFW National 
Council of Administration "the Flag of the United States, of 
appropriate size and attached to a standard, shall be placed 
upright upon the VFW altar to the left of a Bible—(to the left of 
the Bible as viewed by one standing before the altar and facing 
the Commander's station). The POW/MIA flag may be placed to 
the right of the American Flag. Both the flags and Bible shall be 
upon a regulation VFW altar cloth." 

13. (a) All members who are able will stand during the offering of the 
prayers; (b) members will follow the action of the Chaplain or 
presiding officer relative to removal of caps during prayers; if 
uncovering, the hat shall be placed on the extended closed 
fingers of the right hand in such a way that the Cross of Malta is 
exposed and held over the heart; (c) official caps will not be 
worn during luncheons, banquets or other meals; (d) Official 
caps will be the only head covering allowed to be worn at regular 
meetings of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States. 
 

 

COMMEMORATIVE TRIBUTES 
 

Posts should arrange special ceremonies and all commanders 
shall alert comrades to their obligations for appropriate 
commemoration of the following outstanding action dates in U.S. 
history: 

THE DATES 
 

January 27 - Signing of the Vietnam Peace Accord in 1973. 
February 15 - Sinking of U.S.S. Maine, 1898. 
February 28 - Liberation of Kuwait—Operation Desert Storm 1991. 
March 24 - Start of Kosovo Campaign 1999. 
March 31 - End of Operation Restore Hope—Somalia 1995. 
May 1 - Loyalty Day, annually. 
May 8 - VE Day: German unconditional surrender signed, 1945. 
May 30 - Memorial Day. 
June 6 - D Day: Allied invasion of Europe, 1944. 
June 14 - Flag Day. 
July 4 - Independence Day. 
July 27 - Signing of the Korean Armistice in 1953. 
August 31 - End of Operation Iraqi Freedom 2010. 
September 2 - VJ Day: Japan surrendered, 1945, ending World War II fighting. 
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September 11 - Patriot's Day 
September, 3rdFriday - POW/MIA Recognition Day. 
October 9 - Start of Operation Enduring Freedom -Afghanistan 2001. 
October 18 - Recognition of Women in Military Service. 
November 11 - Signing World War I Armistice, 1918. Veterans Day. 
December 7 - Pearl Harbor Day, since 1941. 
 

 
 

SPECIAL PRAYERS 
 

 
PRAYER OF THANKS 

Our Heavenly Father, we come to You in this moment 
because we believe that You are our God and we are Your 
people, and You are the creator and sustainer of life. 

We acknowledge that every good and perfect gift comes from 
above and that all that we have comes from Your divine 
beneficent hand. 

We thank You for this food and ask for Your blessing upon us 
as we partake. Teach us to be always mindful of Your loving 
kindness and tender mercies. Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION 

Our Heavenly Father, we ask that You will dismiss us with 
Your blessing, and grant that we may continually experience the 
calmness and serenity of heart and soul which comes from You. 
Make us useful servants in all things. Amen. 

 
VETERANS DAY PRAYER 

Almighty God, Father of us all! We, Your servants, turn to 
You for continuance of Your blessings upon us. You who have 
spared us veterans from the grasp of our enemies, grant us the 
full understanding of Your precious comfort. 

We thank You for the privileges of life and the blessings we 
enjoy through Your graciousness in our country, the land in 
which we are given the freedom of speech, religion and the 
pursuit of happiness. Assist us to know You better and the 
wisdom to acknowledge You as the God of the universe and our 
ideal. 
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In Your mercy, may we the living find our peace. Grant us 
from above, this day, the challenge of high endeavor, the beauty 
of an humble spirit, the strong courage and will, without exertion, 
to continue to glorify You; to praise You, and to love You to the 
end of time. Amen. 
 

PEARL HARBOR DAY MEMORIAL PRAYER 
Heavenly Father, we are gathered here to commemorate 

those among Your servants who gave their lives at Pearl Harbor 
on December 7, 1941. Because of their dedication to duty we still 
enjoy the freedoms we inherited from our forefathers. Because 
they served well, we are proud to call them our own. We ask that, 
following in their footsteps, we may continue in Your service until 
Your summons comes. Then, in the knowledge that we have 
striven to observe Your councils and precepts, may be worthy to 
be united with them and with You forever. Amen. 

 
PRAYER FOR GOLD STAR PARENTS 

O Lord, we thank You for the many blessings You have 
bestowed upon us and on our Country. We ask You to bless and 
to comfort our Gold Star Parents who are here today. Give them 
the strength to do their daily tasks and the courage to meet the 
problems of life. Grant that their example may be our inspiration. 
Amen. 

 
PRAYER ATTRIBUTED TO GEORGE WASHINGTON 

Almighty God, we make our earnest prayer that Thou wilt keep 
the United States in Thy holy protection; that Thou wilt incline the 
hearts of the citizens to cultivate a spirit of obedience to 
government, and entertain a brotherly affection and love for one 
another and for their fellow citizens of the United States at large; 
and, finally, that Thou wilt most graciously be pleased to dispose 
us all to do justice, to love mercy, and to demean ourselves with 
that charity, humility, and pacific temper of mind which were the 
characteristics of the Divine Author of our blessed religion, and 
without a humble imitation of whose example in these things we 
can never hope to be a happy Nation. 

Grant our supplication, we beseech Thee, O Lord! 
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PRAYER OF SAINT FRANCIS 

Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace. Where there is 
hatred, let me sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where 
there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is 
darkness, light; and where there is sadness, joy. 

Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be 
consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand; to be 
loved as to love. For it is in giving that we receive; it is in 
pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are 
born to eternal life. Amen. 

 
A PRAYER FOR THE SICK 

Lord, Almighty God, we pray Your healing grace in behalf of 
(Name of Person). May (Name) know the blessing of good health 
in this hour and throughout life. Bless all who minister to (Name) 
in body, mind and spirit and grant that we may always give praise 
to You, our heavenly Father. Amen. 

 
PRAYER AT A FUNERAL WITHOUT FORMAL RITUAL 

Eternal Father, giver and sustainer of life, we come before 
You in the joy of our Faith and in thanksgiving for the life of 
(Name of Deceased). We commend the soul of our departed 
Comrade (Auxiliary Member) to You. Lord, we ask You to help us 
honor the memory of (Name) by service to the living. Amen. 

 
PRAYER FOR THE OPENING OF AN INFORMAL MEETING 

Almighty God, we thank You for bringing us together this day. 
Inspire us to worthy deeds and sound decisions and direct us 
toward the attainment of our goal. We pray that You would bless 
and protect all of our people. Guide us on the path to unity and 
harmony that we may serve You and Your people in keeping with 
Your holy will. Amen. 
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PRAYER AT THE CLOSING OF AN INFORMAL MEETING 

Glory be to You our Lord and our God as we behold the 
blessings You have given us as citizens of these United States of 
America. We thank You Lord, for this blessed and bountiful Land. 
Help us to renew our loyalty to this great Country and enable us 
to rededicate ourselves in Faith to Your service. We pray Lord, in 
Your holy name. Amen. 

 
PRAYER FOR DECEASED COMRADES 
AND/OR MEMBERS OF THE AUXILIARY 

Heavenly Father, we are gathered here to commemorate 
those among Your servants who have been called to Your 
bosom in the land of light. We pray that Your mercy and justice 
have made right their human failings and faults. We pray that 
whatever justice was denied them in this vale of tears has been 
granted them a hundredfold. We pray that whatever comforts 
they were denied in this life, whatever evil they endured, may 
now redound to their everlasting happiness. 

We are thankful for their companionship and association in 
this life. By their efforts we are assured security and strength. 
Because they served well, we are proud to call them our own. 

We ask that, following in their footsteps, we may continue in 
Your service until Your summons comes. Then, in the knowledge 
that we have striven to observe Your truths and precepts, may 
we be judged worthy to be united with them and with You forever 
in heaven. Amen. 

 
A PRAYER FOR PEACE IN THE WORLD 

O God, source of all holy desires, right counsels and just 
works, grant us that peace which the world cannot give, so that 
we may be obedient to Your commands and that under Your 
protection we may enjoy peace in our days and freedom from 
fear of our enemies. We ask this in Your great and holy Name. 
Amen. 
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A PRAYER AT THE CONCLUSION OF A 
MEMORIAL SERVICE 

Almighty God, our gratitude for Your generosity grows with 
each passing day. We acknowledge this day's special blessings. 
We have honored those who now enjoy Your eternal embrace. 
We ask Your blessing on all here present. Especially do we seek 
Your consolation for those recently bereaved. May Your grace be 
with them and with us now and forever. And, if it be Your will, 
may we all be favored to gather again in these circumstances 
and in this company before another year has passed. Amen. 

 
VETERANS PRAYER OF THANKS 

Almighty God, Father of us all! We, Your servants, turn to 
You for Your continuing blessings upon us. You, who spared us, 
combat veterans, from the grasp of our enemies, grant us the full 
understandings of Your precious comfort. 

We thank You for the privileges of life and the blessings we 
enjoy through Your graciousness to our country, the land in 
which we are given freedom of speech, religion and the pursuit of 
happiness. Continue Your presence with us always and may we 
continue to serve you faithfully. Amen. 
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BALLOTING FOR CANDIDATES 
 

Section 103 of the Manual of Procedure, provides that 
applications for membership may be grouped and accepted by 
viva voce vote. Upon request of any one member, any 
individual's application must be voted upon separately by 
written ballot; and upon the request of any three members, all 
applications must be voted upon separately by written ballot. 

Regardless of the method of voting, acceptance or 
rejection of candidates is by majority of votes cast. Following 
is the procedure for written balloting. The Adjutant reads the 
name and brief service record of each candidate. 

 
Commander: Comrades, you are about to ballot upon the 
applications of (give names) who desire to become comrades 
of this Post. 

Commander: Officer of the Day, you will prepare the ballot. 

(Officer of the day distributes the ballots.) 

Commander: Comrades, you will now cast your ballots. Vote 
for the best interest of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the 
United States. 

(After each member has marked their ballot, the ballots are 
collected by the officer of the day and counted by the Senior Vice 
Commander and Junior Vice Commander.) 

Commander: Comrade Senior Vice Commander, how do you 
find the ballot? 

Senior Vice Commander: Comrade Commander, I find the 
ballot favorable (or unfavorable). 

(A majority of the votes cast by ballot shall determine whether the 
applicant shall be admitted to membership. Less than a majority 
shall reject the applicant for one year, after which the applicant may 
again apply for membership.) 

Commander: By your ballots you have (or have not) elected
 to membership. Comrade Adjutant, you will notify the 
recruit(s) to present themselves for initiation at the proper time. 
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OPENING POST CEREMONIES 
The hour of opening having arrived, the officer of the day 

displays the Flag of the United States and Bible on the altar, 
leaving Bible closed, after which the Commander takes station 
and gives one rap for attention. 

Commander: The officers will take their respective stations. 
Unauthorized guests will kindly retire, and the guard will close 
the doors.  

(The Commander ascertains if unauthorized guests have retired.) 

Commander: By the power and authority vested in me, I am 
about to open Post No. for the 
transaction of any business that may lawfully come before it 
(two gavel raps). Officer of the Day, satisfy yourself that all 
present are entitled to remain. 

(The officer of the day will examine each comrade, assisted as 
directed by the Commander. Those found in possession of official 
VFW dues receipts for the current calendar year take seats. Officer 
of the day then advances to the altar, salutes the Commander and 
says): 

Officer of Day: Comrade Commander, I find all, except those 
standing, in possession of official VFW dues receipts for the 
current calendar year. 

(Commander instructs the Quartermaster to determine the status of 
members standing. Those who have not paid their current dues will 
be required to pay said dues or leave the meeting room. 
Quartermaster will report their findings to the Commander.) 

Commander: Officer of the Day, you will prepare the Post 
room for the salute to the colors. (Two gavel raps.) 

Officer of Day: Color Bearers and Guard fall in! 

(After bearers and guard if used fall in at altar.) 

Officer of Day: Present Arms! Order Arms! 
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(Using appropriate commands Officer of the Day marches color 
guard from Post room. When ready to enter with colors Officer of 
the Day knocks on door and announces to guard.) 

Officer of Day: Officer of the Day with the colors. 

Guard: Comrade Commander, Officer of the Day with the 
colors. 

Commander: Admit the Officer of the Day with the colors. 

Present Arms! Order Arms! 

Commander: Attention! 

(Chaplain proceeds to altar, taking their station between it and 
Senior Vice Commander's station. Chaplain faces altar and opens 
Bible.) 

Commander: Parade rest! 

(Both colors execute parade rest with the heel of the pikes resting 
on the floor as in "Order Colors." Pikes are held with both hands 
front center of the body, left hand uppermost.) 
 

PRAYER 

Chaplain: Let us bow our heads. O, Sovereign Ruler of the 
Universe who art the Lord of Hosts and God of Peace, without 
Thee our efforts are vain. Continue Thy blessings upon us and 
our families, we pray Thee, and guide us during our 
deliberations. We beseech Thee, O God, to bless the 
dependents of our departed comrades, and to comfort all who 
gave their loved ones to our nation's cause. Bless and 
strengthen the sick, the needy and the afflicted. Bless, we ask 
Thee, the children, families and staff of our National Home and 
help us to fulfill our duty toward them. Continue Thy favor 
upon our order, and help us to practice the spirit of true 
comradeship, both in our councils and with the world at large. 
Enable us to better the community in which we live through 
our devotion to duty as citizens. We now have a moment of 
silent prayer for our departed comrades and for those missing 
in action and those held as prisoners of war. 
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(Short pause.) 
These and all other necessary blessings we ask of Thee, 
Mighty Ruler of the Universe. Amen. 
 
(All respond—Amen. Chaplain takes their regular station.) 

Commander: Attention. Comrades, you will join me in the 
Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of the United States of 
America. Present Arms! "I pledge allegiance to the flag of the 
United States of America and to the Republic for which it 
stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and 
justice for all." 

Commander: Order Arms! (at attention) (Optional). We will 
now sing our opening song, "America." 
 
("The Star Spangled Banner" may be sung as opening song. See page 
21.) 

 
AMERICA 

My country, 'tis of Thee, 
Sweet land of liberty, 

Of thee I sing; 
Land where my fathers died, 
Land of the Pilgrim's pride, 
From every mountain side 

Let Freedom ring. 
Our father's God to Thee, 

Author of Liberty, 
To Thee we sing. 

Long may our land be bright 
With freedom's holy light, 
Protect us by Thy might, 

Great God, our King. 
 
Commander: Officer of the Day, you will place the colors. 

(Officer of the day marches color detail to positions.) 

(In accordance with the Federal Flag Code (Public Law 94-344), the 
Flag of the United States should hold the position of superior 
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prominence; in advance of the audience, and in the position of 
honor at the Commander's right as the Commander faces the 
audience. The Post standard is placed on the Commander's left and 
the audience's right. See Plate 2. 

When colors are placed, officer of the day returns color detail to 
altar, facing the Commander's station. The Officer of the Day then 
dismisses color detail as follows): 

Officer of Day: Color Guards, Ground (or stack) arms! 

Officer of Day: Color Detail, Present Arms! Order Arms! 

Officer of Day: Color Detail, Face! 

Officer of Day: Color Detail, Dismissed! 

(Note: The national color guard and color bearer sit by Chaplain. 
Post color guard and color bearer sit by Junior Vice Commander. 
Color detail go to their respective seats. See Plate 1.) 

Commander: Comrades, we are assembled again to transact 
business of mutual benefit. Do not let petty jealousies or trivial 
personalities influence our deliberations. Let us uphold always 
the obligations of unselfish comradeship and loyalty to our 
organization and to the government of the United States of 
America. 

I now declare Post No. duly opened for 
the transaction of business. Guard, you will admit any in 
waiting who may be worthy. 

(When the Commander gives the command of "Parade Rest," a 
member in uniform or wearing VFW cap shall remain at parade rest; 
shall not remove their cap during prayer (optional), and shall remain 
at parade rest until another command is given.) 

(If distinguished guests enter, or are in the room, the Commander 
will accord them the proper honors, after which a brief recess may 
be granted to welcome them informally. If none is present, or, after 
the recess, the Commander raps for order. All present take stations 
and seats to resume business. See page 114 for "Honoring Visiting 
Officers".) 

(Commander should note as one item of business the brief Eaton 
Rapids Home ceremony, item 15 in Order of Business, page 18.) 
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ORDER OF BUSINESS - Traditional 
(Post) 

 

1. Opening ceremonies. 
2. Commander: (Leading all members in recitation of 

Section 230102 of the Congressional Charter.) The 
purpose of this corporation shall be fraternal, patriotic, 
historical, charitable and educational; to preserve and 
strengthen comradeship among its members; to assist 
worthy comrades; to perpetuate the memory and 
history of our dead, and to assist their surviving  
spouses and orphans; to maintain true allegiance to the 
Government of the United States of America, and 
fidelity to its Constitution and laws; to foster true 
patriotism; to maintain and extend the institutions of 
American freedom; and to preserve and defend the 
United States from all enemies. 

3. Calling the roll of officers. 
4. Reading, referring, membership applications. 
5. Report of Investigating Committee. 
6. Balloting for applicants. See page 9. 
7. Mustering in of recruits. 
8. Reading of minutes. 
9. Quartermaster's report; disbursements. 
10. Quartermaster's report; receipts. 
11. Reading of bills. 
12. Report of Service Officer. 
13. Is there a Comrade or the family of a Comrade in 

distress? 
14. Report of all committees. 
15. Remember our National Home for Children. 

(Interrupt business at 9:00 p.m. or as close to 9:00 p.m. as 
is practical for National Home for Children Ceremony.) 

 
Commander: (Raps gavel twice.) All present will rise. Parade 
rest. Comrade Chaplain, you will ask Divine blessings upon our 
National Home for Children. 
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Chaplain: Almighty God, we ask for your divine blessing on 
the children, families and staff of our National Home for 
Children in Eaton Rapids, Michigan. 

May Your Spirit dwell with them forever, giving them health 
and guiding their lives. Help us to always be faithful to our 
fallen comrades by providing (shelter and guidance) support 
for their families. We ask in Your Holy Name. Amen. 

16. Unfinished business. 
(Reading of communications associated with unfinished 
business. Read and vote.) 

17. New business. 
(Reading of communications associated with new business. 
Read and vote.) 

18. Nominations, elections and installation of officers. 
19. Good of the order. 

(Reading of communications associated with good of 
the order. Read and vote.) 

20. Closing ceremonies. 
 

 
ORDER OF BUSINESS - Contemporary 

(Post) 
 

1. Call to order 
2. Check dues cards 
3. Roll call of officers 
4. Read, refer membership applications 
5. Read minutes 
6. Quartermaster’s report 
7. Report of Service Officer 
8. Report on Comrades or the families of Comrades in 

distress 
9. Committee report(s) 
10. Unfinished business 
11. New business 
12. Good of the Order 
13. Close meeting 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Return to TOC



20 	

CLOSING CEREMONIES 
(Post) 

 

Commander: There being no further business, we will have 
our closing ceremony. 

(Two raps, all rise). 

Commander: Officer of the Day, prepare to retire the colors. 
(The officer of day advances to the altar and salutes the 
Commander, then issues the orders to the color detail who are 
assumed to be in their proper seats.) 

Officer of Day: Color Bearers! 

(The color bearers rise and take two steps forward, placing 
themselves in front of color guards.) 

Officer of Day: Color Guards! 
(The color guards rise and take positions back of color bearers.) 

Officer of Day: Post! 
(Color detail marches to altar.) 

Officer of Day: Face! 
(Detail faces the Commander's station.) 

Officer of Day: Present Arms! Order Arms!  

Officer of Day: Take Arms! 

Officer of Day: Right Face—At Trail—March! 
(The officer of day remains at the altar, marching detail to position 
so that they will not have to make an about-face after taking colors.) 

Commander: Comrade Chaplain, you will deliver the closing 
prayer. 

(Chaplain takes position at altar.) 
Commander: Parade rest! 
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PRAYER 
Chaplain: Almighty God, the hour has come when we must 
part. 

We commit ourselves to Thy care. Thou, Who art our 
strong tower of defense and our protection, grant that in life's 
battles we may be strong and brave, living such lives of 
stainless integrity as shall reflect honor upon our country and 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States, and glorify 
Thy great and Holy Name. 

May Thy good providence shield us from all harm, watch 
over those who even now guard the gates of freedom, and 
bring us together again in true comradeship and peace. Amen. 

(All respond—Amen.)  

Commander: Attention!  

(Chaplain closes Bible.) 

(Officer of the day commands: "Colors, right face, at trail, forward 
march," or, "Forward march" if color guard is not armed.) 

Commander: Bugler, sound "To the Colors." 

(Post comes to salute at first note of bugler, or as flags are retired, 
resuming position of attention without command at conclusion of the 
call.) 
Commander: (Optional) We will sing our national anthem. 
 

STAR SPANGLED BANNER 
Oh, say can you see, by the dawn's early light 

What so proudly we hailed at the twilight's last gleaming? 
Whose broad stripes and bright stars, through the perilous 

fight, 
O'er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming? 
And the rockets' red glare, the bombs bursting in air, Gave 

proof through the night that our Flag was still there. 
Oh, say, does that Star Spangled Banner yet wave, O'er the 

land of the free and the home of the brave? 
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Commander: Comrades, I now declare this business session 
of Post No. closed. Our next 
regular meeting will be    . 
 
(The officer of the day collects all Rituals, Bible, altar flag, etc.) 
 
 

 

INITIATION CEREMONY 
(Brief Form) 

 

This brief form of initiation is to be used only in case where 
not enough qualified comrades are present to give the regular 
ceremonial. When this ceremony is used the Commander, 
before giving the obligation, will make it clear to the recruits 
that while this ceremony admits them to full membership, they 
will, at some future time, take part in the full ceremonial. 

Note: Plural is used, if only one recruit, use singular. 

Commander: Officer of the Day, you will retire and ascertain if 
there are any recruits in waiting. 

(Note: Candidates are called recruits until obligated). 

(Officer of the day retires to anteroom, ascertains names of any 
recruits, returns to altar, salutes and says): 

Officer of Day: Comrade Commander, I find in waiting , 
who are desirous of becoming members of this Post. 
Commander: Adjutant, have the recruits been duly proposed 
and elected? 
Adjutant: They have. 
(If not the Adjutant so states.) 

Commander: Quartermaster, have all fees been paid? 
(Quartermaster answers. If fees are not paid the Quartermaster will 
retire and collect them, return and report to the Commander.) 

Commander: Officer of the Day, you will retire to the ante 
room, where you will perform the duties of your office. 
(The officer of the day will ask the recruits the following questions): 

Officer of Day: You have been elected to membership in this 
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Post, but it is my duty to ask you the following questions: 
Q: Have you ever been rejected, suspended or expelled 
from any Post of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the 
United States? 
Q: Do you promise on your word of honor to abide by the 
Bylaws and Ritual of this order? 

(The recruits having answered correctly, officer of the day returns to 
Post room and reports.) 

Officer of Day: (Salutes) Comrade Commander, I have 
examined the recruits and believe them to be proper persons 
to become members of our order. 
Commander: Officer of Day, you will escort the recruits to the 
Post room, and by way of the Chaplain's station to the altar. 
(Officer of day follows instructions. Party halts at Chaplain's station 
for advice, then proceeds to altar.) 

Chaplain: What you are about to experience has a purpose. 
Be on your guard at all times, for there are as many dangers in 
time of peace, and in private life, as there were in active 
service. When the danger seems greatest, or you feel 
discouraged, you will often find friends and receive assistance 
from unexpected quarters. Remember well your instructions, 
so that you may practice true comradeship which is the 
fundamental object of our order. 

(At Altar.) 

Officer of Day: Comrade Commander, the recruits are ready 
to take the obligation of our great order. 

(Commander gives two raps - all rise and remain standing - 
absolutely no smoking. Commander advances to altar.) 

(Chaplain takes position same as in ceremonial initiation, see page 
30.) 

Commander: Before you may become a member of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States, it will be 
necessary for you to take a solemn obligation in which I 
assure you there is nothing which will conflict with your 
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religious or political belief, your freedom of civilian pursuits or 
obligations to your family. Knowing this, are you willing to 
become members of this Post? 

Recruits: (Answer.) 

Commander: You will raise your right hand, touch the flag of 
our country with your left hand, pronounce your name when I 
pronounce mine, and repeat after me: 
 

MEMBER'S OBLIGATION  
In the presence of Almighty God -- and the members of 
this order here assembled -- I, (name) , do of my 
own free will and accord, solemnly promise and declare 
that: 

I will bear true allegiance - to the Constitution of the 
United States of America - and I will always be loyal 
thereto. 

I do further solemnly promise and declare - that I will 
comply with the Congressional Charter -- Bylaws and 
Ritual of this order -- and I will always be loyal thereto -- 
that I will never wrong or defraud this organization -- nor 
a member thereof --nor permit any wrong to be done to 
either -- if in my power to prevent it. 

I will never propose for membership -- any person not 
eligible -- nor one whom I know to be unworthy. 

I will never make known to anyone -- not authorized to 
receive it --- any of the work of this order. 

Should my affiliation -- with the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
of the United States -- cease in any way -- I will consider 
this pledge -- as binding outside of the order -- as though 
I had remained a member of same. 

All this I promise and pledge -- upon the honor of a true 
comrade -- and a citizen or national of our great 
republic.  

Commander: As you were. Parade, rest. 
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PRAYER 

Chaplain: Almighty God, we ask Thy blessing upon these our 
comrades who now become fellow members. May the tender 
ties formed amid the privations and dangers of war be drawn 
closer by our fellowship in this order. May our union foster 
among us an enduring comradeship and a spirit of mutual 
loyalty and support in every walk of life. May these comrades 
dedicate and devote their lives to Thy service, and as Thou did 
spare them during the perils of wars, grant that henceforth 
they may be spared for a useful life, to the honor and glory of 
Thy Holy Name. Amen. 

(All respond—Amen.) 

Commander: Attention. (Pointing to the Holy Bible.) BEHOLD, 
the Great Guide of all good citizens, and especially of 
comrades of our order, regardless of creed or birth. In it you 
will find the precepts of true comradeship and citizenship to 
which we all aspire. (Pointing to the flag.) BEHOLD, the Flag of 
the United States, the Flag of our Country, for which you have 
fought and risked so much, for which many of our comrades 
have bled and died. It is your duty to uphold it at all times, in 
all places, in the conflicts of peace as well as of war, that its 
glorious folds and its traditions may not be sullied by enemies 
from within or from without. 

 (At the word "DARKNESS" all lights are turned on and all comrades 
stretch forth their right hand toward their new comrades.) 

BEHOLD, Out of the darkness, there are outstretched to you 
hands of true comradeship, backed by hearts that love you as 
a true comrade. See that you remain always worthy of their 
ready and willing service to you and yours, by remembering 
our motto, WE HONOR THE DEAD BY HELPING THE 
LIVING. 

Commander: Officer of the Day, escort the comrades to the 
Senior Vice Commander for further instruction. 

Officer of Day: (Salutes.) Comrade Senior Vice Commander, 
by order of the Commander I present these comrades for their 
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instruction. 
Senior Vice Commander: I will now instruct you in the 
unwritten work of this order. 
On approaching the door of the Post meeting room, you will 
give two knocks to attract the attention of the guard who will 
challenge, "Who knocks here?" You will answer giving your 
name and the number of the Post to which you belong. 
The guard will then report you to the Senior Vice Commander, 
who will order to admit you if proper. The guard will then open 
the door. You will show your membership card. If you have an 
official dues receipt card for the current calendar year you will 
be admitted to the Post room, where you will advance to the 
altar and salute the Commander, thus (military salute). Should 
the Commander be busy you will face about and salute the 
Senior Vice Commander. 
This will be answered by the Commander, or Senior Vice 
Commander, thus (military salute), after which you will be 
seated. 
Never cross between the altar and the Commander's station 
during business sessions unless directed by an officer on duty. 
This space represents the sacred ground where our comrades 
who have answered the final roll call are at rest. 
Wishing to retire while the Post is in session, you will advance 
to the altar and use the same sign as when entering, to the 
Commander or Senior Vice Commander and when answered 
you may retire. 
This concludes the unwritten work of the order. With my best 
wishes for your future welfare, I now commend you to the care 
of the Junior Vice Commander. 
Officer of the Day, you will guide the comrades to the Junior 
Vice Commander for further instructions. 

(Officer of the day salutes and guides recruits to Junior Vice 
Commander.) 

Officer of Day: (Salutes.) Comrade Junior Vice Commander, 
by direction of the Senior Vice Commander, I present these 

Return to TOC



27 	

comrades for further instruction. 
Junior Vice Commander: (Salutes.) My comrades: Ours is a 
great work, lasting through life; for just as long as there is a 
soldier, sailor, marine or airman, so long must our work 
continue. As members of this Post we shall expect you to do 
your share. To care for comrades in distress, and those who 
depend upon them is part of the work of this order and when 
death shall lay its cold hand upon any of our number, it is our 
duty to see that they are laid in the bosom of Mother Earth 
with the honors of war, if possible. 
We also owe a duty to our order and to our comrades at all 
times. Therefore, we caution you to be careful in your conduct, 
even when surrounded by those whom you may think to be 
your friends, for the friends of today may prove the enemy of 
tomorrow. Therefore, do or say nothing that may be used 
against you or our noble order. When the breath of scandal 
touches the character of a comrade, many are ready to 
condemn, and to accept a bare statement as proof of guilt. Be 
not too hasty in dealing with the weakness of a comrade. 
Neither think nor speak ill of any until you have exercised the 
prudence of a true soldier. The lives of many have been 
blasted by thoughtless and unkind words. Therefore, be very 
cautious in your conversation, prudent in your conduct and 
charitable in your judgment. And, remember always the 
obligation you have taken here at our altar. Remember every 
obligation of life; be true to yourself, your home and your loved 
ones, and these comrades will ever be your strong defenders. 
Officer of the Day, you will guide the comrades to the altar in 
order that they may be decorated with the beautiful Cross of 
Malta. 

(Junior Vice Commander and officer of the day exchange salutes. 
Officer of day aligns recruits before the altar. Then the Officer of the 
Day addresses Commander.) 

Officer of Day: (Salutes.) Comrade Commander, by direction 
of the Junior Vice Commander, I present these comrades for 
presentation of insigne. 
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PRESENTATION OF INSIGNE 

Commander: (Two raps, then advances to the altar and says): 
My comrades, I shall now decorate each of you with the Cross 
of Malta. It is a real foreign service decoration and the official 
insigne of our beloved order, recognized and protected by the 
United States Government as such. It is a time honored cross 
and has been worn with dignity from the days of the Crusades, 
and is especially fitting for its present purpose. I trust you will 
wear it with credit to yourself and honor to the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars of the United States. Comrades, you are 
admonished to cherish this your latest decoration, to live up to 
high ideals that have won it for you, to serve honorably in the 
new and greater war of American citizenship. 

I now give you the hand of comradeship, assuring you that in 
this great organization you will find help and comradeship, just 
as you will give the same to others who have proved worthy. 

This, comrades, concludes your instructions. With my best 
wishes for your future, I commend you to the care of the 
members of the Post who will now extend to you a hearty and 
cordial welcome. The Post is at rest for three minutes. 

(Business resumed afterward.) 
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CEREMONIAL INITIATION 
 

At the discretion of a Post the ceremonial initiation may be 
exemplified in public. The ceremony should be used at least 
quarterly and every time there are two or more recruits, if it is at 
all possible to do so. Every quarter a large class should be 
arranged for, and during the ceremonial all officers should be in 
uniform, if possible. 

Officers shall make every effort to memorize their parts. 
Officers take stations as shown on chart. 
There shall be absolutely no smoking, and quiet must be 

observed during the entire ceremony. 
A comrade should be stationed and ready to turn on all 

lights and all comrades shall stretch forth their right hands in 
token of comradeship at the proper time. See page 38 

Candidates are called recruits until obligated, then called 
comrades. 

Senior and Junior Vice Commanders carry swords and take 
positions as indicated on chart, Presentation of Insigne, page 
44. They will hold their swords with the tips resting on the floor, 
the officers facing each other. When the Commander makes an 
about-face and commands "Form the arch of chivalry," the 
swords are brought up, the tips touching, thus forming an arch. 

When addressing the commander all officers salute in a 
military manner. The commander will return the salute. All 
officers exchange salutes when addressing each other. 
 

PREPARATION OF ROOM 

Small tent should be erected to right and in front of the 
Adjutant's station, artificial campfire in front of tent, on right side, 
stack of arms on left side, as you face it. 

Replica of VFW insigne outlined on transparency with light 
back of it is placed at or above the Commander's station; if this 
does not give light enough a very dim light may be used at or 
over altar. All other lights out. 

Sentry in uniform, with cartridge belt, rifle and bayonet, 
marching post between the Adjutant's and Junior Vice 
Commander's stations.  

Return to TOC



30 	

In path between the Quartermaster's and Chaplain's 
stations, a comrade dressed in military uniform, with bandage 
about the head and with ghastly countenance, is concealed 
behind a grave. The grave shall be of green matting with 
sprinkling of poppies and wreaths. At the head shall be a 
canvas with the image or painting of a battleground scene, 
and behind this the departed comrade conceals themselves. 
At the foot of the grave shall be a cross with overseas helmet 
hung on it. Spot or floodlights out in front of cross, operated by 
departed comrade; spotlight comes on as officer of the day 
approaches. 

As officer of the day approaches with the new comrades, 
the departed comrade slowly rises from their position behind 
the canvas, exhibiting their ghastly form. 

In the path between the Chaplain's and Senior Vice 
Commander's stations, a comrade in civilian clothes and with 
arm in sling and head bandaged will be seeking alms. 
Musicians as on chart -- VFW members. 
 

CEREMONIAL 
Commander: Officer of the Day, you will retire and ascertain if 
there are any recruits in waiting. 

(Officer of the day retires and ascertains the names of the recruits, 
returns to the Post room, advancing to the altar, salutes and says - 
plural or singular. See page 22). 

Officer of Day: Comrade Commander, I find in waiting the 
following recruits who desire to become members of this Post. 

(Here gives names of recruits.) 

Commander: Adjutant, have the recruits been duly proposed 
and elected? 

(Adjutant answers. If answer is favorable, says: "They have".) 

Commander: Quartermaster, have all fees been paid? 

(Quartermaster answers. If answer is favorable, says: "They have." 
If not, Quartermaster will retire and collect the fees, return and 
report to the Commander. Only those recruits from whom all 
answers are favorable and who have paid their fees in full shall be 
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admitted.) 
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Commander: Officer of the Day, you will retire to the ante 
room, perform the duties of your office and if the answers are 
favorable, prepare the recruits and escort them to the Post 
room by gaining admittance in the proper manner, halting 
them at the Senior Vice Commander's station. 

(Officer of the day retires and asks the recruits the following 
questions): 

Q: Have you ever been rejected, suspended, or expelled from 
any Post of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United 
States? 

Q: Do you promise, on your word of honor, to abide by the 
Congressional Charter, Bylaws and Ritual of this order? 

(If the answers are correct officer of the day places recruits in 
column of twos and notifies guard.) 

Guard: Comrade Commander! Officer of the day with recruits. 

Commander: Senior Vice Commander, it is your duty to see 
that the recruits are properly guided during their initiation and 
aided while receiving instructions. You will instruct the guard to 
admit the officer of the day with recruits. 

Senior Vice Commander: (To guard) Admit officer of the day 
with recruits. 

(Commander, upon the entrance of the officer of the day, with 
recruits, gives two raps at which all rise and stand at attention.) 

(Lights out.) 

Senior Vice Commander: Officer of the Day, it is the order of 
the commander that you guide these recruits during their 
initiation, and guide them in their instructions until such time as 
the Commander may commend them to the members of this 
Post for the practice of true comradeship, such as only those 
who have seen foreign service may truly know. 

Guard well your charge so that none may falter by the 
wayside. 

(Recruits are marched to the Chaplain's station via Junior Vice 
Commander's and Commander's stations. They face the Chaplain.) 
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Officer of Day: Comrade Chaplain, I present these recruits so 
that they may benefit by your counsel. 

Chaplain: What you are about to experience has a purpose. 
Be on your guard at all times, for there are as many dangers in 
time of peace, and in private life, as there were in active 
service. 
When the danger seems greatest, or you feel most 
discouraged, you will often find friends and receive assistance 
from unexpected quarters. 
Remember well your instructions, so that you may practice 
true comradeship which is the fundamental object of our order. 
Officer of the Day, guide the recruits further during their 
instruction. 

(Commander seats the members—one rap.) 

(Officer of the day guides the recruits past the Senior Vice 
Commander's station, and when they have arrived at the Junior Vice 
Commander's station, the sentry, still walking their post, challenges 
sharply): 

Sentry: Halt! Who is there? 

Officer of Day: Officer of the day with recruits who wish to 
become members of this Post. 

Sentry: Junior Vice Commander, the officer of the day, with 
recruits who wish to become members of this Post. 

Junior Vice Commander: What credentials have these 
recruits that gained them admittance to our outer lines? 

Officer of Day: An honorable discharge from the Armed 
Forces of the United States (or still in active service, as the 
case may be) with a record of foreign service which has been 
found valid by our investigating committee. 

Junior Vice Commander: Recruits, each of you in turn, with 
what organization, in what wars and where did you see foreign 
service? 
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(Officer of the day prompts each recruit in turn. The recruits make 
their own replies, being questioned a second time if necessary.) 

Junior Vice Commander: All is well at this station. 

Officer of the Day, you will guide the recruits to the Senior Vice 
Commander. 

(Sentry resumes post. Officer of the day guides recruits around the 
room by way of the Commander's station and halts before Senior 
Vice Commander's station. After exchange of salutes officer of day 
says): 

Officer of Day: Comrade Senior Vice Commander, by 
direction of the Junior Vice Commander, I present these 
recruits whose records have been approved and who now 
desire to enter our inner lines, for instructions in the 
fundamental principles of our beloved organization. 

Senior Vice Commander: Recruits, your desire to enter this 
Post is a worthy one. 

Neither wealth, rank nor social distinction can gain you 
entrance. 

Only your loyal service under the Flag of the United States, 
during time of war, on foreign soil, or in hostile waters, or in 
the unfriendly skies over them will admit you to our fraternal 
circle. 

The objects of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United 
States are fraternal, patriotic, historical, charitable and 
educational. 
To preserve and strengthen comradeship among its members. 
To assist worthy comrades. 
To perpetuate the memory and history of our dead, and to 
assist their surviving spouses and children. 
To maintain true allegiance to the government of the United 
States of America, and fidelity to its Constitution and laws. 
To foster true patriotism. 
To maintain and extend the institutions of American freedom. 
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And to preserve and defend the United States from all her 
enemies whomsoever. 

Before proceeding it will be necessary for you to take a 
solemn obligation, in which I assure you there is nothing which 
will conflict with your religious or political belief, your freedom 
of civilian pursuits or obligations to your family. 

Knowing all this, are you still willing to become members of 
this Post? 

Recruits: (Answer.) 

Senior Vice Commander: Officer of the Day, you will guide 
the recruits to the altar and prepare them to assume the 
obligation of a comrade of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the 
United States. (Salutes.) 

(Officer of the day guides recruits to the altar and places them in 
proper position.) 

Officer of Day: (Salutes) Comrade Commander, the recruits 
are prepared to take the solemn obligation of this great order. 
(Commander calls Post to attention—two raps. Then advances to 
altar ready to give obligation. Meanwhile, Chaplain advances to 
station two paces to rear and left of Commander. Sentry advances 
to station two paces to the rear and right of the commander, comes 
to "Present Arms" and remains in that position until the command 
"as you were." All three face recruits who are at altar.) 

Commander: You will raise your right hand and touch the flag 
of our country with your left hand. 

OBLIGATION 
When instituting a new Post the instituting officer will say: 

"You will raise your right hand and place your left hand upon 
the flag of our country." Then continues as below. 

Commander: You will pronounce your name when I 
pronounce mine, and repeat after me: 
In the presence of Almighty God -- and the members of this 
order here assembled -- I (name) , do of my own 
free will and accord, solemnly promise and declare that: 
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I will bear true allegiance -- to the Constitution of the United 
States of America -- and I will always be loyal thereto. 
I do further solemnly promise and declare that I will comply 
with the Congressional Charter -- Bylaws and Ritual of this 
order -- and I will always be loyal thereto -- that I will never 
wrong nor defraud this organization -- nor a member thereof -- 
nor permit any wrong to be done to either -- if in my power to 
prevent it. 
I will never propose for membership -- any person not eligible 
nor one whom I know to be unworthy. 
I will never make known to anyone -- not authorized to receive 
it -- any of the work of this order. 
Should my affiliation -- with the Veterans of Foreign Wars of 
the United States -- cease in any way -- I will consider this 
pledge -- as binding outside of the order -- as though I had 
remained a member of same. 
All this I promise and pledge -- upon the honor of a true 
comrade -- and a citizen or national of our great republic. 

Commander: As you were. Parade, rest. 

PRAYER 

Chaplain: Almighty God, we ask Thy blessing upon these our 
comrades who now become fellow members. 

May the tender ties formed amid the privations and dangers of 
war be drawn closer by our fellowship in this order. 

May our union foster among us an enduring comradeship and 
a spirit of mutual loyalty and support in every walk of life. 

May these comrades dedicate and devote their lives to Thy 
service, and as Thou didst spare them during the perils of war, 
grant that henceforth they may be spared for a useful life, to 
the honor and glory of Thy Holy Name. Amen. 

(All respond—Amen.) 

Commander: Attention! 

Commander: (Pointing to the Holy Bible) Comrades, BEHOLD 
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the Great Guide of all good citizens, and especially of 
comrades of this order, regardless of creed or birth. In it you 
will find the precepts of true comradeship and citizenship to 
which we all aspire. 

(Pointing to the flag.) BEHOLD the Flag of the United States, the 
flag of our country, for which you have fought and risked so 
much, for which many of our comrades have bled and died. lt 
is your duty to uphold it at all times, in all places, in the 
conflicts of peace as well as of war, that its glorious folds and 
its traditions may not be sullied by enemies from within or from 
without. 

(In the following, at the word "darkness" all lights are turned on and 
all comrades stretch forth their right hands toward their new 
comrades and keep them extended until commander turns to 
resume their station.) 

Commander: BEHOLD, out of the darkness there are out 
stretched to you hands of true comradeship, backed by hearts 
that love you as a true comrade. See that you remain always 
worthy of their ready and willing service to you and yours by 
remembering our motto, WE HONOR THE DEAD BY 
HELPING THE LIVING. 

(Commander and Chaplain resume stations. Sentry resumes their 
post. Commander seats the Post.) 

Commander: Officer of the Day, you will guide the comrades 
further along the path of comradeship, assisting them if need 
be in whatever trials may be encountered. 

(At this point, all lights out except insigne.) 

(Officer of the day gives commands necessary to march new 
comrades from altar by way of Junior Vice Commander's station.) 

(In the path between the Quartermaster's and Chaplain's stations, a 
comrade dressed in military uniform, with bandage about the head 
and with ghastly countenance, is concealed behind a grave. 
Spotlight comes on as officer of the day approaches. As officer of 
the day approaches with new comrades, the departed comrade 
slowly rises from their position behind the canvas, exhibiting their 
ghastly form.) 
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Officer of Day: (Suddenly met with the apparition when in front of 
the Commander's station calls in sharp tones) Halt! 

(After a pause the Commander gives two raps to bring Post to 
attention. All officers and members face toward the "departed 
comrade".) 

Officer of Day: Behold! The spirit of a departed comrade! 
Departed Comrade: 

(Recites "In Flanders Fields" with great feeling.) 
In Flanders Fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 

That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 

Scarce heard amid the guns below. 
We are the dead. Short days ago 

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved and were loved and now we lie 

In Flanders Fields. 
Take up our quarrel with the foe: 

To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 

If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 

In Flanders Fields. 
Junior Vice Commander: (Responding after a hushing pause.) 

Sleep on, brave soldiers, sleep,  
sleep where the poppies grow, 

Sleep on, brave soldiers,  
in your places, row on row. 

The lark's still soaring in the sky, 
Still bravely singing, soaring high 
Away above the cannon's roar, 

Scarce heard amid the guns as yore, 
Before you slept in Flanders Fields. 

The faith with you we've kept and battled with the foe 
On crimson fields by you we've slept where poppies blow. 

The torch you flung to us we caught; 
With blistering hands we’ve bravely fought to hold it high 
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To guard you thru the Night, 
And at the dawn to guide you to the light, 
When you awake from Flanders Fields. 

(A pause—Officer of the day then commands: "Present Arms!" 
Everybody in room comes to snappy salute as bugler sounds taps.) 

Officer of Day: Comrade in the silent land, in death as in life, 
we salute you. 

(Spotlight off at this point.) 

(Departed comrade fades away behind grave. Salute holds a few 
seconds, then officer of the day commands, "Order Arms!”) 

(Another pause and then officer of the day in subdued tones orders 
new comrades: "Forward March".) 

(Lights turned on. Commander seats Post with one rap of gavel.) 

(In path between the Chaplain and the Senior Vice Commander's 
station, a comrade with arm in sling and head bandaged will be 
seeking alms. The officer of the day will not notice the needy 
comrade until the comrades have passed.) 

Officer of Day: Halt! Comrades, we have already forgotten 
our obligation. Yonder lies a needy comrade. Let us return and 
see what assistance we may render. 

(Faces recruits so they can see disabled comrade.) 

Officer of Day: My good comrade, what seek you? 

Wounded Comrade: Comrade, even as you, I have served 
well my country and flag, but I have been left alone to die by 
the wayside, because unsympathetic and untried men and 
women can make no use of me, I being sick and wounded, 
and unable to help them in their selfish pursuits. 

Officer of Day: Where and with what organization did you 
serve? 

Wounded Comrade: In (name country) with the (name unit). I 
am a VFW member. 

Officer of Day: A veteran and in want! This is outrageous! 

Officer of Day: Arise, comrade, come with us and we will 
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serve your needs, for that is our prime duty. Let us proceed. 

(Gives necessary commands.) 

Officer of Day: Comrade Senior Vice Commander, I present 
to you these worthy new comrades, whom I have escorted 
along the emblematic path of comradeship. They have a 
needy comrade for your care. 

Senior Vice Commander: (Extends right hand of comradeship to 
needy comrade.) Be seated at my right and I will see that you 
are taken care of by our relief committee. 

(Senior Vice Commander then addresses candidates.) 

Senior Vice Commander: Comrades, you have indeed 
proved yourselves worthy, and I shall take pleasure in 
instructing you in the unwritten work of this order. 

On approaching the door of the Post meeting room, you will 
give two knocks to attract the attention of the guard who will 
challenge, "Who knocks here?" You will answer giving your 
name and the number of the Post to which you belong. 

The guard will then report you to the Senior Vice Commander, 
who will order to admit you if proper. The guard will then open 
the door. You will show your membership card. If you have an 
official dues receipt card for the current calendar year you will 
be admitted to the Post room, where you will advance to the 
altar and salute the Commander, thus (military salute). Should 
the Commander be busy you will face about and salute the 
Senior Vice Commander. 

This will be answered by the Commander or Senior Vice 
Commander, thus (military salute), after which you will be 
seated. 

Never cross between the altar and the Commander's station 
during business sessions unless directed by an officer on duty. 
This space represents the sacred ground where our comrades 
who have answered the final roll call are at rest. 

Wishing to retire while the Post is in session, you will advance 
to the altar and use the same sign as when entering, to the 
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Commander or Senior Vice Commander and when answered 
you may retire. 

This concludes the unwritten work of the order. With my best 
wishes for your future welfare, I now commend you to the care 
of the Junior Vice Commander. 

Officer of the Day, you will guide the comrades to the Junior 
Vice Commander for further instructions. 

Officer of Day: (Salutes.) Comrade Junior Vice Commander, 
by direction of the Senior Vice Commander, I present these 
comrades for further instruction. 

Junior Vice Commander: (Returns salute.) My comrades: 
Ours is a great work, lasting through life; for just as long as 
there is a soldier, sailor, marine or airman, so long must our 
work continue. As members of this Post we shall expect you to 
do your share. 

To care for comrades in distress, and those who depend upon 
them, is part of the work of this order; and when death shall 
lay its cold hand upon any one of our number, it is our duty to 
see that they are laid in the bosom of Mother Earth with the 
honors of war, if possible. 

We also owe a duty to our order and our comrades at all 
times. Therefore, we caution you to be careful in your conduct, 
even when surrounded by those you may believe to be your 
friends. For the friend of today may prove the enemy of 
tomorrow. 

Therefore, do or say nothing that may be used against you, or 
our noble order. 

When the breath of scandal touches the character of a 
comrade, many are ready to condemn, and to accept a bare 
statement as proof of guilt. 

Be not too hasty in dealing with the weakness of a comrade. 
Neither think nor speak ill of any until you have exercised the 
prudence of a true soldier. The lives of many have been 
blasted by thoughtless and unkind words. 
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Therefore, be very cautious in your conversation, prudent in 
your conduct and charitable in your judgment, remembering 
always, the obligation you have taken here at our altar. 

Remember every obligation of life; be true to yourself, your 
home and your loved ones, and these comrades will ever be 
your strong defenders. 

Officer of the Day, you will guide the comrades to the altar in 
order that they may be decorated with the beautiful Cross of 
Malta. 

(Immediately after the officer of the day gives the order "Right- face, 
Forward-march," then sentry will challenge.) 

Sentry: Halt! Who is here? 

Officer of Day: Officer of the day, with comrades. 

Sentry: Advance. 

(Officer of the day advances comrades to the altar by way of 
Commander and Chaplain stations.) 

(At altar.) 

Officer of Day: Comrade Commander, by direction of the 
Junior Vice Commander, I present these comrades for 
presentation of insigne. 

(Commander calls up entire Post. Two raps.) 

Officer of Day: Comrades, you will salute the Commander.  

(Officer of the day and new comrades only salute. Commander 
returns salute.) 

Commander: Officers, take your stations for presentation of 
insigne. (Plate 4.) 

(Officers take their stations as shown on chart.) 
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PRESENTATION OF INSIGNE 
 

Commander: (Takes station slightly in advance of Senior and 
Junior Vice Commanders, facing the altar.) 

My comrade(s), I shall now decorate (each of) you with the 
Cross of Malta. 

It is a real foreign service decoration and the official insigne of 
our beloved order, recognized and protected by the United 
States Government as such. 

The Cross of Malta is a time honored emblem whose 
foundation comes down to us from the days of the Crusades a 
thousand years ago. History tells no more fascinating tale than 
that of the Knights of the Crusades who were inspired purely 
by unselfish motives to drive the barbarian from the land they 
had defiled. The Cross of Malta was one of their emblems. 
And, while they failed after generations of warfare the feat was 
finally accomplished by our comrades of the World Wars. 

Such is the origin of the beautiful emblem selected by the 
founders of our organization, symbolic of the justice and 
rectitude which has sent us as crusaders in modern times to 
foreign shores. 

(Commander pointing to insigne continues.) 

Radiating out from this cross are the rays of light symbolizing 
the spread of democracy among the countries of the earth, led 
by our own great nation. 

Over all is superimposed the eagle shield, signifying that we 
served under the starry banner of the land of liberty. The bald 
eagle is an American bird and has been our nation's emblem 
from the days of the Revolution. 

As the circle which contains our name is continuous, so also, 
is the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States. 
(Commander faces recruits.) For so long as there are unjust 
governments, so long must we maintain our rights. If new wars 
come, other comrades will carry on where we leave off. 
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My comrades, the Cross of Malta glorifies the tattered shirt of 
the poorest working man and beautifies the coat worn by 
those highest in the land, binding all with that same spirit of 
comradeship which existed among the veterans of the old 
crusades. 

I trust you will wear it with credit to yourself and honor to the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States. (Commander 
holding small Flag of the United States.) My comrades, you are 
also admonished to remember that you and we have a mutual 
tie which binds us together and that the Flag of the United 
States is that bond. This flag with its alternating stripes of red 
and white; this flag with its stars on the field of blue, is your 
flag, our flag. May brave hearts ever defend it! May it continue 
to fly in the free air of heaven, the emblem of liberty—the flag 
of all loyal Americans! In the name of this great order and on 
behalf of this Post, I shall now present each of you with this 
our flag. 
(Commander faces about and gives command, "form the arch of 
chivalry." The Senior and Junior Vice Commanders bring up their 
swords, tips touching and forming the arch. Commander again faces 
the altar standing as nearly under the arch as may be feasible.) 

Commander: The Adjutant will call the roll and as each 
comrade's name is called they will advance, receive their 
decoration and return to their place in line. (See Plate 4.) 
 (As each new comrade approaches and takes their place before 
the Commander they will receive from the Commander the VFW 
lapel insigne and the Commander will present each new member 
with a small Flag of the United States.) 

(After all have received their decorations, the Senior and Junior Vice 
Commanders will break the arch and take stations at the right and 
left of the new comrades. All other officers return to their regular 
Post stations. Sentry dismissed.) 

Commander: (Seats Post with one rap. Speaks from their station to 
new comrades who remain in line back of altar facing the 
Commander.) 
My comrades: You have been admitted to this great order 
because you have served our country in the face of hazard 
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and danger. But our country deserves your highest devotion at 
all times, in peace as well as in war. 
In this organization you are now privileged to mingle with 
comrades who have gone to the far lands of the earth when 
duty called. They, better than anyone else, can understand 
your language as a veteran. 
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Henceforth you are privileged to wear the beautiful Cross of 
Malta which will distinguish you as a member of America's true 
knighthood, bound together by ties of comradeship formed 
through a century of campaigning in foreign lands and waters  
-- the golden age of American chivalry. 
Into this great fraternity we now welcome you. Here you will 
find true comradeship. And so, as you go about your daily 
duties, I admonish you to cherish the beautiful emblem you 
are now privileged to wear. Look upon it as an inspiration to 
noble citizenship. Treasure it as a symbol of all that is best in 
our national life, resting assured that if you will practice the 
principles for which it stands comrades will come to you in the 
hour of need even as you will go to them when duty calls. 
We trust that what you have experienced here will not soon 
pass from your mind, but that its impression will remain with 
you through a long and prosperous life. 
Comrade, ask not what your country can do for you, ask what 
you can do for your country. 
May you find pleasure in the comradeship of this great order 
and help perpetuate the hallowed memories of service so dear 
to all of us. And now, with my best wishes for your future 
success, I commend you to your new comrades. Comrades, 
extend to our new comrade a hearty welcome. 
(Commander gives two raps of gavel and officers and members file 
past the new members, giving each one a hearty handshake. If 
feasible there may be music during this greeting. Such songs as 
"Over There," "Long, Long Trail," and "Hot Time in the Old Town," 
are appropriate. During this recess period, the Senior and Junior 
Vice Commanders relinquish their posts at the right and left of the 
new comrades and are prepared to resume their stations at the 
close of the period. It will be their duty to see that places are 
available for the new comrades to be seated when the Post is called 
to order. After sufficient time has elapsed, the Commander will call 
the Post to order and regular business will be resumed. 

Candidates should retire from the room in company of the officer of 
the day and work their way into the meeting, as a lesson, being 
prompted by the officer of the day if necessary.) 
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INSTITUTING NEW POST 
 

Prior to calling the meeting to order the instituting officer 
will personally inspect each application for membership. All 
applications not properly completed and investigated shall be 
rejected. This is assumed to be an open, public meeting. 
Instituting officer raps gavel once for order. 

Instituting Officer: Comrades, I have been authorized by the 
Commander-in-Chief to institute this Post in accordance with 
the National Bylaws of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the 
United States. 

Comrades and candidates, I am satisfied that all present are 
eligible for membership as provided by our National Bylaws. 
The acting adjutant will call the roll. Each person will answer 
as their name is called and take their place facing the altar and 
the commander's station. 

(Following roll call.) 

Instituting Officer: Comrades, you have expressed the desire 
to be enrolled in our ranks, but before being admitted to 
membership you will be required to take a solemn obligation, 
one which will not conflict with any duty you owe your country 
or your family. Knowing this, are you willing to become 
members of this order? 

(Candidates respond.) 

You will raise your right hand, touch the flag of our country 
with your left hand, or touch the shoulder of the person in front 
of you, pronounce your name when I pronounce mine, and 
repeat after me: 
 

MEMBER’S OBLIGATION 
In the presence of Almighty God—and the members of this 

order here assembled—I, (name) , do of my 
own free will and accord, solemnly promise and declare that: 

I will bear true allegiance—to the Constitution of the United 
States of America—and I will always be loyal thereto. 
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I do further solemnly promise and declare—that I will 
comply with the Congressional Charter—Bylaws and Ritual of 
this order—and I will always be loyal thereto—that I will never 
wrong nor defraud this organization—nor a member thereof—
nor permit any wrong to be done to either—if in my power to 
prevent it. 

I will never propose for membership—any person not 
eligible nor one whom I know to be unworthy. 

I will never make known to anyone—not authorized to 
receive it—any of the work of this order. 

Should my affiliation—with the Veterans of Foreign Wars of 
the United States—cease in any way—I will consider this 
pledge—as binding outside of the order—as though I had 
remained a member of same. 

All this I promise and pledge—upon the honor of a true 
comrade—and a citizen or national of our great republic. 

Commander: As you were. Parade, rest. 

PRAYER 

Chaplain: Almighty God, we ask Thy blessing upon these our 
comrades who now become fellow members. May the tender 
ties formed amid the privations and dangers of war be drawn 
closer by our fellowship in this order. May our union foster 
among us an enduring comradeship and a spirit of mutual 
loyalty and support in every walk of life. May these comrades 
dedicate and devote their lives to Thy service, and as Thou 
didst spare them during the perils of wars, grant that 
henceforth they may be spared for a useful life, to the honor 
and glory of Thy Holy Name. Amen. 

(All respond—Amen.) 

Instituting Officer: As you were! Comrades, we are now 
privileged to decorate each of you with the Cross of Malta, 
which is recognized and protected by our government as the 
official emblem of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United 
States. 
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The Cross of Malta is an ancient and honored symbol of 
loyalty and courage among those pledged to high ideals. It 
was first used nearly a thousand years ago as the emblem of 
noblemen and yeomen who united in a great military crusade 
to protect and aid others seeking freedom of life and worship. 
The Cross of Malta thus became the symbol of the Crusaders 
who waged battle and cared for the sick, the wounded and the 
needy. 

That is why the Maltese Cross is the emblem of the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars today. It is the symbol of our pledge to honor 
the dead by helping the living. 

(Each person is presented their insigne, and instructions regarding 
later ceremonial initiation.) 

Instituting Officer: Comrades, I congratulate and welcome 
you as members of our organization. Have you decided on a 
name for the Post? 

(Name of Post is given to instituting officer by the acting adjutant.) 

Instituting Officer: Then, in compliance with your selection, 
and by authority of the Commander-in-Chief, I now declare 
this a Post to be known henceforth as    
Post No. , Veterans of Foreign Wars of the 
United States, and entitled to all the rights of our organization, 
so long as its members comply with our Bylaws. 

Comrades, your success or failure will depend entirely upon 
the wisdom and energy with which you administer the affairs 
of your Post. Always remember that you will have in your Post 
comrades of all ages, persons who have had a great variety of 
military experiences in many theaters of war. 

In conducting the affairs of your Post, give due consideration 
to the opinions of all comrades who, like yourselves, have 
served under the Flag of the United States. 

Let the highest principles of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of 
the United States guide all your decisions and actions. 

Extend at all times the spirit of true comradeship to the 
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individuals who serve with you, to their families and to the 
memory of those who have passed to their final resting place. 

(Seats new members.) 

Comrades, have you elected the officers who shall serve you 
during the ensuing year? 

(Comrades affirm or instituting officer will hold an election.) 

Instituting Officer: Comrades, it now becomes my duty to 
install your officers in accordance with the Bylaws of our 
organization. 

Instituting Officer: Comrade Acting Adjutant, you will call the 
roll of officers. As each officer's name is called they will take 
their place at the altar, where I will administer the officers' 
obligation. 

(Officers are assembled as directed. Instituting officer says to them): 

Instituting Officer: You will raise your right hand, touch the 
flag of our country with your left hand and repeat after me: 

OFFICERS’ OBLIGATION 

I do hereby solemnly promise—that I will faithfully discharge to 
the best of my ability—the duties of the office to which I have 
been elected or appointed—according to the Bylaws and 
Ritual—of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United 
States—together with the Bylaws of this Post. I solemnly 
promise—that at the close of the term to which I have been 
elected or appointed—or sooner if so ordered by proper 
authority—I will surrender immediately—to only the duly 
authorized person or persons—all records, money or other 
properties of this organization—in my possession or under my 
control. All this I freely promise—upon my honor as a true 
comrade—and a citizen or national of our great republic. So 
help me God. 

Instituting Officer: As you were! Parade rest. 
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PRAYER 
Acting Chaplain: Almighty God, our guidance and Divine 
Protector, give Thy blessings upon these, our Comrades, who 
now become fellow officers. We beseech Thee, 0 Lord, who 
art ever present amongst us, grant wisdom unto them, so that 
in their deliberations they continue to favor Thee, our glorious 
Country and to better our organization. May Thy strength 
sustain them. May Thy power preserve them. May Thy hand 
protect them in the faithful and fruitful performance of their 
duties. Amen. 
Instituting Officer: As you were! Comrades, I now declare 
you properly installed as officers of   Post 
No.    , Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States. 
Learn well the responsibilities entrusted to you, so that you 
may intelligently discharge the duties you are to undertake. 
(Instituting officer may instruct briefly, as follows): 

Instituting Officer: The Bylaws of our organization prescribe 
in detail the duties of your offices. By virtue of the confidence 
placed in you through your election or appointment, we 
assume that you will acquaint yourselves thoroughly with your 
duties. 
(Or installing officer may elaborate by calling each newly installed 
officer individually and instructing them briefly as follows): 

Instituting Officer: Comrade Senior Vice Commander, it will 
be your duty to assist the Commander in preserving order, to 
preside in the absence of the Commander and to perform 
such other duties as may be required by our laws and Ritual. 
Instituting Officer: Comrade Junior Vice Commander, it will 
be your duty to assist the Commander and Senior Vice 
Commander in preserving order; to preside in their absence, 
and perform such other duties as may be required of you by 
our laws and Ritual. 
Instituting Officer: Comrade Quartermaster, it will be your 
duty to take charge of and accurately account for the funds of 
this Post. The duties of your office are prescribed in detail in 
the VFW Bylaws. 
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Instituting Officer: Comrade Judge Advocate, you are the 
legal assistant and adviser to the Commander and Post in all 
legal matters pertaining to this organization. You shall perform 
such other duties incident to your office as the laws may 
require. 
Instituting Officer: Comrade Chaplain, the members of this 
Post look to you for spiritual and inspirational guidance. You 
shall be chairman of the Post visiting committee. It will be your 
duty to visit and comfort the sick and disabled members of the 
Post and to perform such other duties as may be required of 
you by the laws and Ritual of this organization. 
Instituting Officer: Comrade Surgeon, you shall be chairman 
of the health committee. It will be your duty to promote and 
direct health programs for benefit of Post members and the 
community. You shall perform such other duties in the Post as 
are incident to your office. 
Instituting Officer: Comrade Post Trustees, it will be your 
duty to make correct audits and reports of the Post records as 
prescribed by the VFW Bylaws. 
(Rapping gavel twice and addressing the newly-installed 
commander, the instituting officer then says): 

Instituting Officer: Comrade Commander, this Post is about 
to be placed in your charge, and much of its success will 
depend on you. 
Guard well its interests, so that you may fill your high office 
acceptably. 
It will be necessary that you study carefully and fully 
understand the principles of this organization, since it is your 
duty to enforce its laws, rules and Ritual. 
I now place in your charge the Charter of this Post. You are 
personally responsible for its safety. 
I present you with this gavel, the emblem of authority. Use it 
firmly, but with discretion. I now formally place this Post in your 
charge for the ensuing year. You will occupy this station which 
I now vacate. 
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Comrade Commander, officers and members of     
Post No. , Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United 
States, I proclaim the officers duly installed, and this Post in 
working order for the ensuing year. 

(Commander gives one gavel rap and proceeds with the regular 
business). 
 

 

DEDICATING POST COLORS 
 

This ceremony is assumed to be in open, public meeting. 
The altar is dressed with the Flag of the United States and 
Bible as for a regular Post meeting. Dedicating officer should 
be Department, District or County Council officer. 
Post Commander and dedicating officer take stations before 
altar, flanked by Post officers. 
Color bearers and guards should be ready in anteroom with 
unfurled Flag of the United States and furled Post standard.  

Commander: Comrades, we have the honor to dedicate our 
Post standard and rededicate ourselves to the Flag of the 
United States. On this occasion Comrade , the 
dedicating officer, who stands beside me, will direct the 
ceremony. Comrade , you will take command. 

Dedicating Officer: Comrade Commander and comrades of 

   Post No. , I bring you heartiest 
greetings from the Department of  , (or from 
the council or district they represent.) 

This is a very special moment in the history of your Post. We 
shall place officially the flag of our country and your new Post 
flag among the ever-growing number of standards in our 
organization. 

Officer of the Day, you will advance the colors. 

(With the officer of the day giving the appropriate commands, color 
bearers and color guards advance colors to the altar, halt and face 
the commander's station. See Plate No. 2. Colors should be carried 
at order colors. The heel of the pike or staff, in line with the toe of 
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the right shoe, is raised two inches from the floor. The right hand 
clasps pike with the thumb at a convenient place for carrying and 
holding same in a vertical position.) 

Dedicating Officer: Comrades and friends, we will first 
rededicate ourselves to the Flag of the United States, by 
saluting the national flag and repeating the pledge of 
allegiance. 

(All present do so in unison, with proper salutes. Bearer of Post 
colors salutes by carrying their left hand across breast, grasping the 
pike forward. They hold the salute momentarily and then resumes 
the order position. The national flag remains at order. Military salute 
is held during recitation of pledge of allegiance): 

All: I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of 
America, and to the republic for which it stands—one nation 
under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

Dedicating Officer: As you were! Officer of the Day, you will 
assist me further. 

(Dedicating officer and officer of the day go to Post color bearer, 
who lowers their pike so dedicating officer may grasp upper corner 
and officer of the day the lower corner of Post standard. Color 
bearer then turns their pike while officers unroll Post standard and 
hold the completely unfurled banner taut so all may see.) 

Dedicating Officer: There, comrades, are your Post colors. 
(They read slowly the words on the banner. Then they and officer of 
the day release their holds. Color bearer returns pike to order 
position.)	

Dedicating Officer: Comrades, that flag is to be your official 
VFW emblem of authority. It is the emblem around which you 
shall build the character, strength and progress of your Post. It 
is the banner which shall fly proudly beside the flag of our 
country. It is to be the emblem of your own men and women 
who have fought and sacrificed under the Flag of the United 
States in many battles on land, on sea and in the air around 
the globe. 

(Dedicating officer then salutes Post colors, holding salute and 
saying): 
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Dedicating Officer: Comrade Commander and comrades, by 
authority vested in me by the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the 
United States, I hereby declare this flag to be the official 
banner of   Post No. Veterans of Foreign 
Wars of the United States. 

Post Commander: Present Arms! (All members respond). 

Commander: Order Arms! (Salute ends.) 

Commander: Comrade Chaplain, you will ask blessings upon 
our new flags. Parade rest! 

(Extemporaneously, or the following.) 

Chaplain: O God, bless our nation’s emblem. May it ever 
symbolize freedom and justice for all men and women. Bless, 
too, the banner of this Post. Help our comrades to always 
campaign vigorously for principles that are noble and right—
for the high ideals represented by these two flags. Amen. 

(All respond—Amen.) 

Commander: Attention! Officers, take your stations. 

(Post officers, including Commander, take their regular Post room 
stations. Stand at attention.) 

Commander: Officer of Day, you will place the colors.  

(Officer of the day marches color detail to positions in front of Post 
room. In accordance with the Federal Flag Code (Public Law 94-344), 
the flag of the United States should hold the position of superior 
prominence; in advance of the audience, and in the position of honor 
at the Commander's right as they face the audience. The Post 
standard is placed on the Commander's left and the audience's right. 
See Plate 2. 

When the colors are placed officer of the day dismisses the detail and 
takes their station. Ceremony ends following appropriate remarks by 
Post Commander.) 
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INSTALLATION OF POST OFFICERS 
 

Installation comes under the head of new business. The 
Commander should call the installing officer to the chair and 
remain standing while being questioned. 

Installing Officer: Comrade Commander, the term for which 
you and your subordinate officers were elected will terminate 
upon the date of installation of your Department Commander. I 
have been selected by the Commander- elect, in accordance 
with the National Bylaws, to install your newly elected officers. 
Have the officers for the ensuing year been duly elected? 

Commander: They have. 

Installing Officer: Comrade Adjutant, do you have on file 
proof of eligibility for all officers to be installed during this 
installation? 

Adjutant: I have. 

Installing Officer: I would remind any officer not having proof 
of eligibility on file and not being installed at this time that the 
Bylaws prescribe you must, within thirty (30) days of election 
or appointment, submit to the Adjutant for their file a copy of 
your proof of eligibility. 

Installing Officer: Have you the Charter in your possession? 

Commander: I have. 

Installing Officer: You will now surrender the gavel to me. 
(Commander relinquishes the gavel to the installing officer.) 

Installing Officer: Comrade Commander, your duties as 
presiding officer of this Post will terminate following the 
Department Convention. It is proper to remind you that, when 
you assume the chair of past commander, it will be your duty 
to assist your successor with all the counsel and experience 
you have gained during your term of office. I now invite you to 
assist me in the installation ceremonies by presenting at the 
altar the officers-elect. 

(If the Commander is to succeed themselves the installing officer 
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will appoint a past officer as aide-de-camp to assist.) 

(Officers to be installed are placed in a semi-circle behind the altar, 
facing the commander's station. Retiring commander, if not 
reelected, or the aide-de-camp takes position before altar, facing 
semi-circle. Officers-elect will salute the retiring Commander, the 
Commander acknowledging same. The retiring Commander will 
then about-face and salute the installing officer, who will return 
same. The retiring commander or aide reports): 

Retiring Commander or Aide: Sir, the officers-elect are in 
proper position to receive the obligation. 

(Salutes are exchanged and the retiring Commander takes station 
to the left and slightly to the rear of the installing officer.) 

(Installing officer raps twice, advances to the altar.) 

Installing Officer: Officers-elect of Post No.     
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States, I will now 
administer to you the officers’ obligation. 

You will raise your right hand, touch the flag of our country 
with your left hand and repeat after me: 

OFFICERS' OBLIGATION 

I do hereby solemnly promise—that I will faithfully discharge to 
the best of my ability—the duties of the office to which I have 
been elected or appointed—according to the Bylaws and 
Ritual—of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United 
States—together with the Bylaws of this Post. I solemnly 
promise—that at the close of the term to which I have been 
elected or appointed—or sooner if so ordered by proper 
authority—I will surrender immediately—to only the duly 
authorized person or persons—all records, money or other 
properties of this organization—in my possession or under my 
control. All this I freely promise—upon my honor as a true 
comrade—and a citizen or national of our great republic. So 
help me God. 

Installing Officer: As you were! Parade rest. 
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PRAYER 
Retiring or Acting Chaplain: Almighty God, our Guide and 
Divine Protector, give Thy blessings upon these, our 
Comrades, who now become fellow officers. We beseech 
Thee, O Lord, who art ever present amongst us, grant wisdom 
unto them, so that in their deliberations they continue to favor 
Thee, our glorious Country and to better our organization. May 
Thy strength sustain them. May Thy power preserve them. 
May Thy hand protect them in the faithful and fruitful 
performance of their duties. Amen. 
Installing Officer: As you were! Comrade Retiring 
Commander (or aide) you will now conduct the officers to their 
stations. 
(Officers remain standing, one rap of the gavel. Outgoing officers 
salute incoming officers and surrender stations.) 

Installing Officer: Comrade Retiring Commander, you may 
assume your station. (Left of Commander.) Officers, you now 
occupy the positions of honor to which your comrades have 
elected you; the duties of which you will assume. 
Learn well the responsibilities entrusted to you so that you 
may intelligently discharge the duties you are to undertake. 
The Bylaws and Ritual of our organization prescribe in detail 
the duties of your offices. By virtue of the confidence placed in 
you, through your election, we assume that you will acquaint 
yourselves thoroughly with your duties. 
(Or installing officers may elaborate by calling each newly installed 
officer individually and instructing them briefly, as follows): 

Installing Officer: Comrade Senior Vice Commander, it will 
be your duty to assist the Commander in preserving order, to 
preside in the absence of the Commander and to perform 
such other duties as may be required by our laws and Ritual. 
Installing Officer: Comrade Junior Vice Commander, it will be 
your duty to assist the Commander, and Senior Vice 
Commander in preserving order, to preside in their absence, 
and perform such other duties as may be required of you by our 
laws and Ritual. 
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Installing Officer: Comrade Quartermaster, it will be your 
duty to take charge of and accurately account for the funds of 
this Post. The duties of your office are prescribed in detail in 
the Bylaws. 

Installing Officer: Comrade Judge Advocate, you are the 
legal assistant and adviser to the Commander and Post in all 
legal matters pertaining to this organization. You shall perform 
such other duties incident to your office as the laws may 
require. 

Installing Officer: Comrade Chaplain, the members of this 
Post look to you for spiritual and inspirational guidance. You 
shall be chairman of the Post visiting committee. It will be your 
duty to visit and comfort the sick and disabled members of the 
Post and to perform such other duties as may be required of 
you by the laws and Ritual of this organization. 

Installing Officer: Comrade Surgeon, you shall be chairman 
of the health committee. It will be your duty to promote and 
direct health programs for the benefit of Post members and 
the community. You shall perform such other duties in the 
Post as are incident to your office. 

Installing Officer: Comrade Post Trustees, it will be your duty 
to make correct audits and reports of the Post records as 
prescribed by the VFW Bylaws. 

(Rapping gavel twice and addressing the newly installed 
commander, installing officer then says): 

Installing Officer: Comrade Commander, this Post will be 
placed in your charge upon the date of installation of your 
Department Commander, immediately following the 
Department Convention. 

It will be your responsibility to see that the Trustees, in 
accordance with the National Bylaws, audit the books of the 
Adjutant, Quartermaster, and canteen or club manager. 
Comrade Commander, it will further be your obligation to see 
that the Quartermaster is bonded in accordance with the 
National Bylaws.  
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Much of the success of this Post will depend on you. Guard 
well its interests, so that you may fill your high office 
acceptably. 
It will be necessary that you study carefully the principles of 
this organization, since it will be your duty to enforce its laws, 
rules and Ritual. 
The Charter of this Post will be placed in your charge at the 
time you assume office. You will be personally responsible for 
its safety until such time as your successor is elected and 
properly installed. 
I present you with this gavel, the emblem of authority. Upon 
assuming office you will use it firmly, but with discretion. 
(Presents gavel.) 

Comrade Commander, Commander-elect, officers and 
members of Post No. , Veterans of 
Foreign Wars of the United States, I proclaim the officers duly 
installed for the ensuing year.  
(Business resumed.) 
 

 

INSTALLATION OF DISTRICT OFFICERS 
 

Installation comes under the head of new business. The 
Commander should call the installing officer to the chair and 
remain standing while being questioned. 

Installing Officer: Comrade Commander, the term for which 
you and your subordinate officers were elected will terminate 
upon the date of installation of your Department Commander. I 
have been selected by the Commander-elect, in accordance 
with the National Bylaws, to install your newly elected officers. 
Have the officers for the ensuing year been duly elected? 

Commander: They have. 

Installing Officer: Comrade Adjutant, do you have on file 
proof of eligibility for all officers to be installed during this 
installation? 

Adjutant: I have. 
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Installing Officer: I would remind any officer not having proof 
of eligibility on file and not being installed at this time that the 
Bylaws prescribe you must, within thirty (30) days of election 
or appointment, submit to the Adjutant for their file a copy of 
your proof of eligibility. 

Installing Officer: Have you the charter in your possession? 

Commander: I have. 

Installing Officer: You will now surrender the gavel to me. 

(Commander relinquishes the gavel to the installing officer.) 

Installing Officer: Comrade Commander, your duties as 
presiding officer of this District will terminate following the 
Department Convention. It is proper to remind you that, when 
you assume the chair of past commander, it will be your duty 
to assist your successor with all the counsel and experience 
you have gained during your term of office. I now invite you to 
assist me in the installation ceremonies by presenting at the 
altar the officers-elect. 

(If the Commander is to succeed themselves the installing officer 
will appoint a past officer as aide-de-camp to assist them.) 

(Officers to be installed are placed in a semi-circle behind the altar, 
facing the commander’s station. Retiring commander, if not re-
elected, or the aide-de-camp takes position before the altar, facing 
the semi-circle. Officers-elect will salute the retiring commander (or 
aide-de-camp) and be acknowledged with the same in return. The 
retiring commander (or aide-de- camp) will then about-face and 
salute the installing officer who will return the salute. The retiring 
commander or aide-de- camp reports):  

Retiring Commander or Aide: Comrade, the officers-elect 
are in proper position to receive the obligation. 

(Salutes are exchanged and the retiring commander or aide- de-
camp takes station to the left and slightly to the rear of the installing 
officer.) 

(Installing officer raps twice, advances to the altar.)  

Return to TOC



62 	

Installing Officer: Officers-elect of District of the 
Department of Veterans of Foreign Wars of the 
United States, I will now administer to you the officers’ 
obligation. 

You will raise your right hand, touch the flag of our country 
with your left and repeat after me: 

OFFICERS’ OBLIGATION 

I do hereby solemnly promise--that I will faithfully discharge to 
the best of my ability--the duties of the office to which I have 
been elected or appointed--according to the Bylaws and 
Ritual--of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United Sates-- 
together with the Bylaws of this district. I solemnly promise-- 
that at the close of the term to which I have been elected or 
appointed--or sooner if so ordered by proper authority--I will 
surrender immediately--to only the duly authorized persons-- 
all records, money or other properties of this organization--in 
my possession or under my control. All this I freely promise-- 
upon my honor as a true comrade--and a citizen or national of 
our great republic. So help me God. 

Installing Officer: As you were! Parade rest. 

PRAYER 

Retiring or Acting Chaplain: Almighty God, our Guide and 
Divine Protector, give Thy blessing upon these, our 
Comrades, who now become fellow officers. We beseech 
Thee, O Lord, who art ever present amongst us, grant wisdom 
unto them, so that in their deliberations they continue to favor 
Thee, our glorious Country and to better our organization. May 
Thy strength sustain them. May Thy power preserve them. 
May Thy hand protect them in the faithful and fruitful 
performance of their duties. Amen. 

Installing Officer: As you were! Comrade Retiring 
Commander (or aide-de-camp) you will now conduct the officers to 
their stations. 

(Officers remain standing, one rap of the gavel. Outgoing officers 
salute incoming officers and surrender stations.) 
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Installing Officer: Comrade Retiring Commander, you may 
assume your station. (Left of Commander.) Officers, you now 
occupy the positions of honor to which your comrades have 
elected you; the duties of which you will assume. Learn well 
the responsibilities entrusted to you so that you may 
intelligently discharge the duties you are to undertake. 

The Bylaws and Ritual of our organization prescribe in detail 
the duties of your offices. By virtue of the confidence placed in 
you, through your election, we assume that you will acquaint 
yourselves thoroughly with your duties. 

(Or installing officers may elaborate by calling each newly installed 
officer individually and instructing them briefly, as follows): 

Installing Officer: Comrade Senior-Vice Commander, it will 
be your duty to assist the Commander in preserving order, to 
preside in the absence of the Commander and to perform 
such other duties as may be required by our laws and Ritual. 

Installing Officer: Comrade Junior-Vice Commander, it will 
be your duty to assist the Commander and Senior-Vice 
Commander in preserving order, to preside in their absence, 
and perform such other duties as may be required of you by 
our Bylaws and Ritual. 

Installing Officer: Comrade Quartermaster, it will be your 
duty to take charge of and accurately account for the funds of 
this District. The duties of your officer are prescribed in detail 
in the Bylaws. 

Installing Officer: Comrade Adjutant, it shall be your duty to 
serve as the official corresponding officer of the District. The 
duties of your officer are prescribed in detail in the Bylaws. 

Installing Officer: Comrade Judge Advocate, you are the 
legal assistant and adviser to the Commander and District in 
all legal matters pertaining to this organization and to assist 
Post Judge Advocates. You shall perform such other duties 
incident to your office as the Bylaws may require. 
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Installing Officer: Comrade Chaplain, the members of this 
District look to you for spiritual and inspirational guidance. It 
will be your duty to visit and comfort the sick and disabled 
members of the District and to perform such other duties as 
may be required of you by the Bylaws and Ritual of this 
organization. 

Installing Officer: Comrade Surgeon, it will be your duty to 
promote and direct health programs for the benefit of the 
District and to assist Post Surgeons. You shall perform such 
other duties in the District as are incident to our office. 

Installing Officer: Comrade Inspector, it will be your 
responsibility to ensure that each post in the District is 
inspected in accordance with the Department Bylaws or as 
directed. You shall perform such other duties as may be 
incident to the office or as required by the Bylaws of this 
organization. 

Installing Officer: Comrade Chief of Staff, it shall be your 
duty to assist the District Commander in the performance of 
their duties as to perform such actions as may be incident to 
the office or as required by the Bylaws of this organization. 

Installing Officer: Comrade District Trustees, it will be your 
duty to make correct audits and reports of the District records 
as prescribed by the VFW Bylaws. 

Installing Officer: Comrade Commander, this District will be 
placed in your charge upon the date of installation of your 
Department Commander, immediately following the 
Department Convention. 

It will be your responsibility to see that the Trustees, in 
accordance with the National Bylaws, audit the books of the 
Adjutant and Quartermaster. Comrade Commander, it will 
further be your obligation to see that the Quartermaster is 
bonded in accordance with the National Bylaws. 

Much of the success of this District will depend on you. Guard 
well its interests, so that you may fill your high office 
acceptably. 
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It will be necessary that you study carefully the principles of 
this organization, since it will be your duty to enforce its 
Bylaws and Ritual. 

I present you with this gavel, the emblem of authority. Upon 
assuming office you will use it firmly, but with discretion 
(Presents gavel). 

Comrade Commander, Commander-elect, officers and 
members of District , Department of                        , 
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States, I proclaim the 
officers duly installed for the ensuing year. 

(Business resumed.) 
 

 

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS 
(National or Department) 

 

Room or stage to be arranged as shown by Plate No. 5 on 
page.65  

Care should be taken to substitute the words "department" 
for "national," "Commander" for "Commander-in-Chief" and 
eliminate "General" in officers' titles at department 
installations. 

The installing officer at national installations shall be a 
National Council Officer or Past Commander-in-Chief. At 
department installations, the installing officer shall be a 
national officer, a Past Department Commander, a 
Department Council Officer or Department Commander 
named by the Commander-elect. 

An aide-de-camp shall be appointed by the installing 
officer, and shall hold office only during the installation. 

Commander: We will now proceed with the installation of 
officers. 

Commander: Department Chief of Staff, you will escort the 
installing officer to a position on my right. (Two raps.) 
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Department Chief of Staff: (Salutes.) Comrade Commander, I 
have the honor to present Comrade (title and 
name ), who has been officially appointed the 
installing officer. 

(Installing officer and Commander exchange salutes.) 

Installing Officer: Comrade Commander, the term for which 
you and your subordinate officers were elected or appointed 
has now expired. It is my duty to ascertain the following. Have 
officers for the ensuing year been duly elected? 

Commander: They have. 

Installing Officer: Have the books of the Adjutant and the 
Quartermaster been examined and approved by the 
Department Council of Administration? 

Commander: They have. 

Installing Officer: Does the Adjutant have on file proof of 
eligibility for all officers to be installed during this installation? 

Commander: The Adjutant has. 

Installing Officer: I would remind any officer not having proof 
of eligibility on file and not being installed at this time that the 
Bylaws prescribe you must, within thirty (30) days of election 
or appointment, submit to the Adjutant for their file a copy of 
your proof of eligibility. 

Installing Officer: Are the funds in the hands of the 
Quartermaster and ready to be turned over to their successor 
when duly installed? 

Commander: They are. 

Installing Officer: Have you the Charter in your possession? 

Commander: I have. 

Installing Officer: You will now surrender the gavel to me. 
(Commander hands gavel to the installing officer.) 

Installing Officer: Past Commander (name ), you 
have now been relieved of your duties as Commander of this 
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organization. It is proper to remind you that in assuming the 
chair of Past Commander it will be your duty and privilege to 
counsel and otherwise assist your successor through the 
experiences you have gained during your term of office. You 
will now station yourself at my right.  

(Both salute.) 

Installing Officer: Department Aide-de-Camp, you will now 
present the officers-elect at the altar, as the Adjutant reads the 
list of officers to be installed. 

(Aide-de-camp escorts each officer-elect, except the Commander-
elect, to the altar, according to rank.) 

Aide-de-Camp: Comrade Installing Officer of the Department 
Convention, Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States, 
the officers-elect are in proper position for installation. 

(Upon approach of the installing officer, officers-elect salute. 
Installing officer takes position at the altar, faces officers- elect, 
returns salute.) 

Installing Officer: Department Officers-elect of the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars of the United States, I will administer to you 
the officers obligation. You will raise your right hand, touch the 
flag of our country with your left hand and repeat after me: 

OFFICERS’ OBLIGATION 

I do hereby solemnly promise -- that I will faithfully discharge 
to the best of my ability -- the duties of the office to which I 
have been elected or appointed -- according to the Bylaws and 
Ritual -- of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States. 
I solemnly promise -- that at the close of the term to which I 
have been elected or appointed -- or sooner if 

so ordered by proper authority -- I will surrender immediately --  
to only the duly authorized person or persons -- all records, 
money or other properties of this organization -- in my 
possession or under my control. All this I freely promise -- 
upon my honor as a true comrade -- and a citizen or national 
of our great republic. So help me God. 
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Installing Officer: As you were! Parade rest. 

PRAYER 

Retiring or Acting Chaplain: Almighty God, our Guide and 
Divine Protector, give Thy blessings upon these, our 
Comrades, who now become fellow officers. We beseech 
Thee, O Lord, who art ever present amongst us, grant wisdom 
unto them, so that in their deliberations they continue to favor 
Thee, our glorious Country and to better our organization. May 
Thy strength sustain them. May Thy power preserve them. 
May Thy hand protect them in the faithful and fruitful 
performance of their duties. Amen. 

Installing Officer: As you were! Department Aide-de-Camp, 
you will now escort the officers to their respective stations. 

(Outgoing officers will salute the incoming officers and surrender 
their stations. Officers will remain standing. One rap of the gavel.) 

Installing Officer: Department Officers of the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars of the United States, you now occupy the 
position of honor to which your comrades have elected you. 
Learn well the responsibilities entrusted to you so that you 
may intelligently discharge the duties you are to undertake. 

The Bylaws and Ritual of our organization prescribe in detail 
the duties of your respective offices. By virtue of the 
confidence placed in you, through your election or 
appointment, we assume that you will acquaint yourselves 
thoroughly with your duties. 

(Or installing officer may elaborate by calling each newly- installed 
officer individually and instructing him briefly, as follows): 

Installing Officer: Comrade Senior Vice Commander, it will 
be your duty to assist the Commander, by your counsel and 
otherwise. In their absence or disability you should be 
prepared to assume the duties of their office. 

Installing Officer: Comrade Junior Vice Commander, it will be 
your duty to assist the Commander and the Senior Vice 
Commander by your counsel and otherwise. 
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Installing Officer: Department Council Officers, it will be your 
duty to attend all regularly called meetings of the Department 
Council of Administration. 

Actions by Council of Administration members on questions of 
vital importance to the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United 
States require careful deliberation, wisdom and good 
judgment. You should learn thoroughly all provisions of the 
Bylaws and Ritual, so that you may render proper decisions. 

You should keep informed on all policies and activities of our 
organization and serve the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the 
United States to the best of your ability. 

Installing Officer: Comrade Quartermaster, it is your duty to 
take charge of the funds of this organization. Guard them well. 
You will also be in charge of the supply department. See that 
all authorized supplies are on hand and that a profit is made 
on them. 

Installing Officer: Comrade Judge Advocate, you are our 
legal adviser. As such you must familiarize yourself with all 
provisions of the Congressional Charter, Bylaws and Ritual so 
that you shall be competent to render advice and opinions to 
the Commander. 

Installing Officer: Comrade Surgeon, your duties are those of 
your profession, for benefit of our organization, as prescribed 
by the Bylaws. 

Installing Officer: Comrade Department Chaplain, we look to 
you for spiritual and inspirational guidance. You will assist the 
Post Chaplains and you will have charge of our memorial 
services. Make your service an inspiring example for all our 
comrades. 

Installing Officer: Department Aide-de-Camp, you will 
present members of the National Council of Administration at 
the altar. 

(After council members are at the altar, installing officer raps gavel 
twice.) 
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Installing Officer: Department Aide-de-Camp, you will now 
escort the Commander-elect to the altar. 

(Commander-elect is placed directly in front of the council members, 
facing the installing officer.) 

Aide-de-Camp: (Salutes.) Comrade Installing Officer of the 
Department Convention, Veterans of Foreign Wars of the 
United States, I present Comrade Commander-elect (name). 
(Commander-elect and installing officer exchange salutes.) 

Installing Officer: Comrade Commander-elect (name), before 
administering your obligation, it is proper to remind you of 
certain duties. 

You will be held personally responsible for the Charter of this 
organization, and at the end of your term of office you will 
deliver it to the officer appointed to install your successor. 

It is your duty to see that all department officers perform their 
duties to the best of their ability. You shall keep yourself 
informed on all proposed legislation which may affect the 
welfare of potential and actual comrades of this organization. 
Strive for adoption of only those measures which will be 
beneficial. 

You will be required to devote all of your time to the many 
duties of your office. You are expected to make a special 
study of the Bylaws and Ritual of this organization so that you 
may render firm and impartial decisions on important 
questions referred to you. 

As Commander you will be regarded by your comrades and by 
the general public as typifying wise and vigorous leader- ship 
in the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States. 

May all your efforts and accomplishments bring credit to your 
administration and to our organization. 

Comrade are you willing and ready to 
assume your solemn obligation? 

Commander-elect: (Answers.) 
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Installing Officer: You will raise your right hand, touch the 
flag of our country with your left hand, give your name as I 
touch your hand and repeat after me: 

COMMANDER'S OBLIGATION 

In the presence of Almighty God -- and the officers and 
delegates of this order here assembled -- I, do 
hereby solemnly promise -- that I will faithfully discharge to the 
best of my ability -- the duties of the office of Department 
Commander -- of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United 
States to which I have been elected -- in accordance with the 
Bylaws and Ritual -- of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the 
United States. I solemnly promise -- that at the close of the 
term to which I have been elected -- or sooner if so ordered by 
proper authority -- I will surrender immediately -- to only the 
duly authorized person or persons -- the National Charter -- all 
records, money and other properties of this organization -- in 
my possession or under my control. I do further solemnly 
promise -- that I will be fair and impartial in my actions toward 
all comrades -- and I will always strive to promote the best 
interests of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States. 
So help me God. 

Installing Officer: As you were! Council Officers, you will 
resume your stations. Department Aide-de-Camp, you will 
escort the Commander to their station. 

(Immediate Past Commander and Commander exchange salutes, 
Past Commander then takes station to the left of newly installed 
Commander.) 

Installing Officer: Comrade Commander, I now place in your 
possession our Charter. Also I present you with this gavel, which 
is the emblem of your authority, use it firmly, but with discretion. 

(Presents gavel.) 

Installing Officer: All Department Officers, you will stretch 
forth your right hand and repeat after me: 

Comrade Commander (name ), to you I 
pledge my sincere allegiance. 

Return to TOC



73 	

Installing Officer: (Salutes.) Comrade Commander, officers 
and delegates of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United 
States, I now proclaim the Department officers duly installed 
and this organization in working order for the ensuing year. 

(Installing officer salutes and retires. Newly installed Commander 
raps gavel once. Business is resumed.) 
 

 

HONORING GOLD STAR PARENTS 
 

Note: The presiding officer shall announce the following to 
the audience: 

The Veterans of Foreign Wars Ritual provides that when 
honoring Gold Star parents we shall refrain from applauding. 

There are times when mere words seem far from being 
adequate. This is such an occasion because we are gathered to 
recall persons who have made the supreme sacrifice -- and to 
honor their parents. Thus our deeds speak better than words. 

The Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States is 
founded upon the true comradeship of persons bound by 
experiences, interests and everlasting patriotism. It is the sort of 
comradeship that lives through succeeding generations and far 
back into memory because we know that neither time nor events 
can separate those who have joined in the common defense of 
our flag and country. 

That is the way we feel about the persons who are absent. 
We do not consider them gone. In reality they are very close to 
us. They are definitely a part of our thinking and actions. We feel 
that they have molded the future of our nation. They give us 
strong incentive to carry on our crusade for lasting peace and 
better purposes in life. 

The highest tribute this organization can render those 
persons -- the most profound respect all of us can demonstrate  
-- is to apply to our own lives the strong faith and undaunted 
courage which were theirs. 

To the parents of those comrades we pledge the sincere 
friendship of this Post and its Auxiliary.  
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MEMORIAL SERVICE 
 

For National and Department Conventions and for Posts 
of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States and 

Their Auxiliaries 

The place of assembly should be arranged as for regular 
session of the order, altar draped in black -- open Bible 
thereon and small staffed Flag of the United States placed 
upon the altar. A small table draped in black between the altar 
and the commander's station is used as a shrine. 

A floral Maltese Cross adds much to the appearance of the 
memorial altar. This cross may be made in one piece or in 
sections. 

Titles used in the following are for National memorial 
services. In applying to Departments or Posts "Commander-in- 
Chief" refers to "Commander" and "Chief of Staff" refers to 
"officer of the day," etc. 

Representatives of the Auxiliary left of Commander. 
Commander takes their station and calls the session to 

order with one rap of the gavel. 

Commander-in-Chief: Comrades, Members of the Auxiliary 
and friends, we meet at this time to commemorate our 
comrades of the United States armed forces who have 
answered the last call. 

The VFW Ritual provides that the audience shall refrain from 
applauding. The Chief of Staff will see that there is no 
disturbance during the ceremonies. 

Chief of Staff: Commander-in-Chief, your order will be obeyed. 

Commander-in-Chief: I request that the National Chaplain 
preside. 

National Chaplain: Comrade Commander-in-Chief, I am at 
your service and shall endeavor to perform this solemn duty in 
the spirit of faith, hope and charity. 

(National chaplain takes station of the Commander-in-Chief.) 
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(A Post may, if feasible, conduct a MEMORIAL ROLL CALL at this 
point. The Commander steps in front of their station, the officer of 
the day on their right, the Post historian on their left. The 
Commander calls the roll of all deceased Post members. After each 
name the Commander pauses while the officer of the day 
announces the member's service organization, with Post historian 
giving place and date of death.) 

National Chaplain: Will all please be seated. We will now 
have the lighting of the POW/MIA candle and the Armed 
Forces Vigil candle by the Commander-in-Chief and National 
President of the Auxiliary. 
(The Commander-in-Chief and National President of the Auxiliary 
will light the two appropriate candles on the altar escorted by the 
Sergeant-at-Arms, and return to their seats.) (National Chaplain 
delivers a prayer for the POW/MIA’S and a “Prayer of Gratitude” for 
those serving in harm’s way.) 

PRAYER 
National Chaplain: O God Almighty, Creator and Ruler of the 
Universe, some of our comrades and companions are 
prisoners of war and missing in action. Comfort them, we pray, 
in their isolation from their homes and loves ones; supply their 
needs and protect them from want and deprivation; strengthen 
and sustain them that they may face discouragement with 
courage and hardship with resolution. Grant that they may find 
patience to endure, and peace in the knowledge of Your 
continuing presence. 
O God, we ask that You will strengthen and protect all our 
members of the armed forces of the United States of America. 
In the day of battle may they be courageous and strong, 
resourceful and capable, resolute and victorious. In the time of 
peace may they serve with dignity and honor, as effective 
emissaries of good will for this Nation. May their devotion and 
loyalty to You and to their homeland inspire them in moments 
of challenge, and comfort them in tribulation and long 
separations from loves ones. 
And finally, we ask they may return safely to serve You and 
our Country in the days and years to come. Amen. 
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National Chaplain: Comrades and friends, we will join in 
singing "Nearer, My God, To Thee." 

Nearer, my God, to Thee, 
Nearer to Thee! 

E'en though it be a cross 
That raiseth me, 

Still all my song shall be 
Nearer, my God, to Thee! 
Nearer, my God, to Thee! 

Nearer to Thee! 
Though like a wanderer, 

The sun gone down, 
Darkness be over me 

My rest a stone, 
Yet in my dreams, I'd be 

Nearer, my God, to Thee! 
Nearer, my God, to Thee! 

Nearer to Thee! 

National Chaplain: Comrade Commander-in-Chief, to whom 
should the true soldier look for help in the battles of life? 

Commander-in-Chief: "Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
who made heaven and earth." 

National Chaplain: Comrade Senior Vice Commander-in- 
Chief, what assurance have we of a prolonged stay among the 
scenes and activities of earth? 

Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief: "For we are strangers 
before Thee, and sojourners, as were all our fathers; our days 
on earth are as a shadow, and there is none abiding." 

National Chaplain: Comrade Junior Vice Commander-in- 
Chief, have you a message of condolence for those 
bereaved? 
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Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief: I have. The Book of Life 
tells us that "Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord 
pitieth them that fear Him. For He knoweth our frame; He 
remembereth that we are dust." 

National Chaplain: What message has the Chaplain of the 
Auxiliary? 

Chaplain of Auxiliary: I have a message of hope that should 
inspire our comrades at this solemn moment and all through 
life. The message is from the Captain of our Salvation. He 
says: "I am the resurrection and the life; he that believeth in 
me, though he were dead, yet shall he live; and whosoever 
liveth and believeth in me shall never die." 

National Chaplain: Comrades, we are thankful for these 
inspiring thoughts. Let us learn the lesson of the hour which is 
that we, too, are nearing the end of life's pilgrimage and 
sooner or later these services may be held in our memory. 

Let us so live that when our summons comes we may depart 
with a good conscience, in the comfort of a sincere religion, 
belief in God, and perfect charity toward all mankind. Let us 
pray. 

(Chaplain delivers extemporaneous prayer following which a soloist 
may sing "Sleep Soldier Boy," or any other appropriate song.) 

National Chaplain: Comrades, in commemorating the virtues 
of our departed heroes who served their country in time of 
need we now offer our symbolic tributes. 

I place upon our sacred shrine these red flowers, which 
symbolize the zeal of our departed comrades in upholding 
brotherhood, truth and justice. 

(Places flowers.) 

National Chaplain: Comrade Past Commander-in-Chief, what 
tribute have you to offer? 

Past Commander-in-Chief: These white flowers I place as a 
token of the purity of affection we have for our departed 
comrades. 
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(Places flowers.) 

National Chaplain: Comrade Commander-in-Chief, have you 
a tribute to offer upon this sacred shrine? 

Commander-in-Chief: The blue of our national standard 
symbolizes truth and fidelity. Therefore I place these blue 
flowers from nature's bosom in token of our sincere respect for 
all departed comrades. 

(Places flowers.) 

National Chaplain: Members of the Auxiliary, will you offer a 
tribute to the memory of our departed comrades? 

National President of Auxiliary: I place upon our sacred 
shrine this wreath as a symbol of eternity. Its color bespeaks 
life everlasting. Thus do we say that the deeds of our soldiers, 
sailors, airmen and marines, on land, on sea and in the air, are 
immortalized in the hearts of a grateful people. 

(Places evergreen wreath.) 

National Chaplain: Let us rise and sing "America”. 

AMERICA 

My country, 'tis of thee, 
Sweet land of liberty,  

Of thee I sing. 

Land where my fathers died, 
Land of the Pilgrim's pride, 
From every mountain side, 

Let freedom ring. 

Our father's God, to Thee, 
Author of Liberty, 
To Thee we sing; 

Long may our land be bright, 
With freedom's holy light, 
Protect us by Thy might, 

Great God, our King. 
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(If there is a speaker, they will now be introduced and deliver a brief 
inspirational message. 

The chaplain will offer the benediction, either extemporaneous or 
from the Prayers for Various Occasions, followed by a period of 
silence and the playing of taps.) 
 

 

MEMORIAL DAY SERVICE 
 

For Post holding Memorial Day ceremonial at veteran's 
grave or monument. The ceremony may follow a brief address 
by Commander or other speaker, commemorating veteran 
dead of all wars and emphasizing VFW pledge to honor the 
dead by helping the living. The talk should be extemporaneous 
or based on latest materials made available by National 
Headquarters. The reading of General Logan's "General Order 
No. 11" would be appropriate. 

 

HEADQUARTERS GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC 
Washington, D.C., May 5, 1868 

 

GENERAL ORDER NO. 11 
1. The 30th day of May, 1868, is designated for the purpose 

of strewing with flowers or otherwise decorating the graves 
of comrades who died in defense of their country during 
the late rebellion, and whose bodies now lie in almost 
every city, village and hamlet church yard in the land. In 
this observance no form of ceremony is prescribed, but 
posts and comrades will in their own way arrange such 
fitting services and testimonials of respect as 
circumstances may permit. 

We are organized, comrades, as our regulations tell us, 
for the purpose, among other things, "of preserving and 
strengthening those kind and fraternal feelings which have 
bound together the soldiers, sailors, and marines who 
united to suppress the late rebellion." What can aid more to 
assure this result than by cherishing tenderly the memory 
of our heroic dead, who made their breasts a barricade 
between our country and its foes? Their soldier lives were 
the reveille of freedom to a race in chains, and their deaths 
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the tattoo of rebellious tyranny in arms. We should guard 
their graves with sacred vigilance. All that the consecrated 
wealth and taste of the nation can add to their adornment 
and security, is but a fitting tribute to the memory of her 
slain defenders. Let no wanton foot tread rudely on such 
hallowed grounds. Let pleasant paths invite the coming 
and going of reverent visitors and fond mourners. Let no 
vandalism of avarice or neglect, no ravages of time testify 
to the present or to the coming generations, that we have 
forgotten as a people the cost of a free and undivided 
Republic. 

If other eyes grow dull, and other hands slack, and 
other hearts cold in the solemn trust, ours shall keep it well 
as long as the light and warmth of life remains to us. 

Let us, then, at the time appointed gather around their 
sacred remains and garland the passionless mounds 
above them with the choicest flowers of springtime; let us 
raise above them the dear old flag they saved from 
dishonor; let us in this solemn presence renew our pledges 
to aid and assist those whom they have left among us, a 
sacred charge upon a nation's gratitude—the soldier's and 
sailor's widow and orphan. 

2. It is the purpose of the Commander-in-Chief to inaugurate 
this observance with the hope that it will be kept up from 
year to year, while a survivor of the war remains to honor 
the memory of their departed comrades. He/she earnestly 
desires the public press to call attention to this order, and 
lend its friendly aid in bringing it to the notice of comrades 
in all parts of the country in time for simultaneous 
compliance therewith. 

3. Department Commanders will use every effort to make this 
order effective.	

By Order of 
JOHN A. LOGAN, 
Commander-in-Chief 

Attest: 
N. P. Chipman, Adjutant General 
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After these preliminaries the following action is in order: 
Commander stands at head of grave or appropriate spot 

before monument. At their right are Senior Vice Commander, 
national flag bearer and guard. To their left are Junior Vice 
Commander, Post standard bearer and guard. Members of the 
color detail stand facing either side of the grave or monument. 
Post Chaplain stands at foot of the grave or appropriate spot 
before the monument, with officer of the day to their right and 
Auxiliary President or Post Adjutant at their left. The bugler 
stands behind the Commander. 

Other Post officers and members assemble around the 
grave, or monument, if feasible, while Commander declares 
slowly and impressively: 

Commander: As long as two comrades survive—so long will 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States render 
tribute to our heroic dead. 

Commander: Comrades, attention! On this day, forever 
consecrated to our heroic dead, we are assembled once again 
to express sincere reverence. This grave (monument) 
represents the resting places of many departed comrades who 
served in all wars. Wherever the body of a comrade lies there 
the ground is hallowed. Our presence here is in solemn 
commemoration of all these men and women -- an expression 
of our tribute to their devotion to duty, to their courage and 
patriotism. By their services on land, on sea and in the air they 
have made us their debtors -- for the flag of our nation still flies 
over a land of free people. 

(Pause. Then orders): 

Commander: Parade, rest! Comrade Chaplain, you will ask 
the divine blessing. 

Chaplain: Father of us all! In the depth of our silent reverence 
we realize the truth of the inspired words, "I am the 
resurrection and the life; he that believeth in me, though he 
were dead, yet shall he live." 
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As comrade after comrade departs we march on with our 
ranks grown thinner. Help us to be faithful unto Thee and to 
one another. Look in mercy on the surviving spouses and 
children of our departed comrades, we beseech Thee, and 
with Thine own tenderness console and comfort those who are 
bereaved. 

Heavenly Father, bless our country with freedom, peace and 
righteousness. Through Thy favor may we meet at last before 
Thy throne in Heaven. We praise Thy Great Name forever and 
forever. Amen. 

(All respond Amen.) 

Commander: Attention! officers and members of     
Post No. , Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United 
States, we will now pay our respects to our departed comrade 
(these comrades). In so doing we offer solemn tribute to all 
comrades wherever they may rest. Comrade Senior Vice 
Commander! 

(Senior Vice Commander steps to right side of grave, holding small 
wreath.) 

Senior Vice Commander: On behalf of Post No. , 
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States, I place this 
symbol of our remembrance. 

(Places wreath. Returns to former position.) 

Commander: Comrade Junior Vice Commander! 

(Junior Vice Commander steps to left side of grave, holding white 
flowers.) 

Junior Vice Commander: I place this symbol of purity on this 
comrade's grave. May each future generation emulate the 
unselfish courage of all men and women who fought for 
freedom. 

(Places flowers. Returns to former position.) 

Commander: Comrade Officer of the Day! 

(Officer of day steps to right side of grave, holding red flowers.) 
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Officer of Day: In memory of the heroic dead who have fallen 
in defense of the United States of America I place this tribute 
of our devotion and everlasting remembrance. 

(Places flowers. Returns to position.) 

(If the Auxiliary takes part the Commander says): 

Commander: President of the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Auxiliary! 

(President steps to foot of grave, holding blue flowers.) 

Auxiliary President: On behalf of the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Auxiliary, I place this emblem of eternity. Its color 
bespeaks life everlasting. Thus do we immortalize the brave 
deeds of our soldiers, sailors, airmen and marines who have 
given their lives on land, on sea and in the air. 

(Places flowers on grave. Returns to position. If Auxiliary does not 
participate Post Adjutant should substitute.) 

(Commander then places small Flag of the United States in marker 
or at head of grave, or appropriate place on monument.) 

Commander: On behalf of our glorious republic for whose 
integrity our comrades enlisted and served, I place this 
emblem of the nation. The flag of our country was theirs to 
defend. Its glorious colors shall wave over them in death as in 
life—for everyone to behold. 

(Commander resumes station. Then addressing grave, or 
monument, declares): 

Commander: To you comrades who have departed we render 
a silent salute. 

(Then orders): 

Commander: Comrades, Present Arms! 

(All hold salute to grave or monument while Commander counts ten 
silently. Then commander says aloud, slowly, impressively and 
directing their words to the grave or monument): 
	  

Return to TOC



84 	

Commander: Comrades in the Silent Land beyond, wherever 
your mortal remains may rest, these solemn services we hold 
in tribute to you. 

(Bugler sounds Taps. This may be followed by gradually softening 
tattoo on drums or echo Taps from muted bugle or second bugler 
stationed at a distance. Commander ends salute with command, 
Order Arms! This ends the ceremony. VFW members march away 
in military order to be dismissed.) 
 

 

DEDICATING A MEMORIAL 
 

The following ceremony may be used by VFW unit 
dedicating honor roll or plaque or tablet bearing the names of 
men and women who have served in the United States armed 
forces. 

Following preliminary addresses, music, etc., and at time 
for dedication, the Post Commander marches their 
participating members to the honor roll, which should be 
veiled. The Flag of the United States and Post standard, 
flanked by color guard, should lead. Officers and comrades 
follow in order of rank. The formation should be in column of 
twos. 

Commander halts the column when it reaches the roll of 
honor. Comrades are distributed half on each side of center 
aisle leading to the roll of honor. Each group faces the other, 
with Post officers in front ranks. Post Commander—and/or 
speaker—stand before the memorial, facing the audience. 

Color bearers, flanked by color guards, stand at attention 
to the right and left of the roll of honor. Other comrades at 
parade rest. 

The Flag of the United States is placed to the audience's 
left, and the Post colors to the audience’s right. 

When all is quiet the Commander, or speaker, facing the 
audience, says: 

Commander: This is a solemn, important occasion—one we 
shall long remember with pride for the small part we are 
contributing. 
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(Suggested speech.) 

We are assembled here to pay tribute to the men (and 
women) of our community who have served in the United 
States armed forces—our neighbors who have fought in 
defense of this country—and for preservation of our way of 
life. 

Those men (and women) are worthy of far greater recognition 
than mere words or markers. The sacrifices they made and 
the deeds they performed shall be written in history, and shall 
remain alive in our memories for generations to come. We 
express sincerely our pride and gratitude for the tasks they 
fulfilled. 

Before you is the flag of our nation (speaker indicates the 
flag). That flag is the symbol of all that is sacred to us. Look at 
it closely for a moment. The Flag of the United States reflects 
what we are—and what we hope to be. The white stripes 
symbolize purity of purpose in our freedom of thought, 
expression and worship. 

These are the privileges we guarantee to all who live in our 
land. They are the rights we defend against all enemies who 
seek to crush the way of life that you and I cherish. 

Also in that flag we see the red stripes of courage—our 
willingness to die, if necessary, for preservation of American 
ideals. 

Then there is the blue of tranquility upon which the stars of our 
states are united to hold intact all that is truly ours—the desire 
for peace, prosperity and happiness throughout our nation. 

We emphasize that interpretation of the Flag of the United 
States which you see carried proudly and guarded so 
carefully. We emphasize our tribute to the flag because we are 
assembled here to honor those who have fought under that 
sacred symbol of our land. 

We have come here to dedicate a roll of honor naming the 
men (and women) of this community who went forth as the 
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living strength of our flag. They were the United States armed 
forces on land, sea and in the air. Some of them did not return. 
They are the honored dead whose resting places are found in 
many foreign lands and waters around the globe. 

These American defenders left our schools, our shops and our 
farms to take up weapons against the foes. They left their 
peacetime pursuits with confidence in their hearts and 
assurances upon their lips. They were aware of the dangers 
before them, yet they responded without hesitancy to the call 
of duty. 

These are the men and women in whom we entrusted all our 
faith. They are the ones for whom we toiled and prayed here 
at home—to help make their effort victorious, so they might 
return and live with us in lasting peace and security. 

The Veterans of Foreign Wars looks upon all these honored 
ones as comrades. Within our organization are men and 
women who have served under the Flag of the United States 
overseas in many wars to preserve American freedoms. The 
honors we symbolize here express the appreciation of VFW 
members for all comrades-in-arms. 

Fighting under the flag of this nation is the privileged duty of 
every able-bodied American, and the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars of the United States will always honor those who go forth 
in defense of our nation. They are the true guardians of 
freedom, justice and equality among all (Pause). 

Commander: Comrades, Attention! 

(All comrades respond, facing the roll of honor.) 

(Commander about-faces. Senior and Junior Vice Commanders 
step to the roll of honor, unveil it and return to their places. Or, if the 
roll of honor is not veiled the Commander stands facing it. In loud 
voice so all the audience hears, Commander says): 

Commander: Before us are the names of (number) men (and 
women) from our community who have served in the United 
States armed forces. We honor them. We extend to them and 
to their memory our deepest respect. 
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Comrade Chaplain, you will ask the divine blessing.  

(Chaplain steps one pace forward from their front rank position and 
offers this prayer, slowly and clearly): 

Chaplain: O, Thou Almighty God—guide these men and 
women we honor through every day and night. Give them 
unbounded strength and courage to continue their efforts for 
lasting peace. Make their victory a true service to all humanity. 
Give them growing faith in Thy teachings. 

Make them Thy chosen servants—to carry on forever a 
victorious crusade against all evil forces seeking to destroy 
that which is just and good in the hearts of men and women. 
Help them to bring brotherly love to all lands. Bless and 
comfort those whom they have left bereaved. And, finally, O 
God, help us to increase our spiritual unity, and our love for all. 
In reverent humility we ask these blessings. Amen. 

(All respond—Amen.) 

(Chaplain resumes place in ranks. Officer of day brings color 
bearers and guards to present arms.) 

Commander: Comrades, Present Arms! 

(As all salute, the Commander says slowly, in loud voice): 

Commander: And now, in the name of    
Post No. , Veterans of Foreign Wars of the 
United States, Department of , we dedicate this roll of 
honor which records, so all may see, the names of these 
brave men (and women) who have served in the fighting 
forces of our great nation. May their noble deeds live forever. 

(Salute ends, or if music is available, all present salute flag and roll 
of honor during rendition of national anthem. This concludes 
ceremony. Commander about-faces, closes ranks and marches 
Post members away led by colors.) 
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FLAG PRESENTATION CEREMONY 
 

Commander: (Organization leaders, members), Comrades, of 
(Post Name and Number) Veterans of Foreign Wars: We have 
the honor today of presenting the National Standard, the Flag 
of the United States, to this worthy organization, on this 
occasion. Comrade , our 
presentation chairman, will formally present the Colors, 
Comrade  . 

Presentation Chairman: (Organization, leaders, members) I 
bring the heartiest greetings from the officers and members of 
(Post Name), Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States. 
As one of the highlights of our Community Service and Youth 
Activities programs, it is a great pleasure to us to be able to 
present to you this symbol of our great republic. To you (name 
of organization) we ask only that you always respect and if 
necessary defend this great and beautiful flag; even at the risk 
of giving your own lives to our nation's cause. 

Officer of the Day, you will with the assistance of (one of 
receiving organization members), raise the colors and lead us 
in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Officer of the Day: We will now rededicate ourselves and this 
flag to our Country. Present Arms! (Raises Flag). You will join 
me in the Pledge of Allegiance. Order Arms! 

Commander: Comrade Chaplain, you will ask blessing on 
this, our National Colors. 

Chaplain: O God, Bless our Nation's Emblem; may it ever 
symbolize freedom and justice for all our people. Help these 
citizens to always respect those high principles that are noble 
and right, that they might better understand the high ideals 
represented by this flag; and, if need be, that they have to trod 
on foreign soil to defend it, may you abide with them always. 
Amen. 
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FUNERAL CEREMONIES 
 

A Post may function as a unit at the funeral of a deceased 
comrade, soldier, sailor or marine having an honorable record. 
VFW participation in the services will be on request of the 
family of the deceased and upon order of the Post 
Commander or vote of the Post. Otherwise Post members will 
attend services as individuals, taking no active part in the 
ceremonies. 

The Post Commander and staff must use own best 
judgment to make VFW services conform to local 
circumstances. Changes may have to be made in the following 
instructions. Most important is to have everything run 
smoothly. Each comrade participating in the funeral ritual 
should understand clearly what they are to do at a particular 
moment. Everyone should be rehearsed so as to avoid delay, 
confusion or reference to the printed Ritual during ceremonies. 

The Post Commander should make complete preliminary 
arrangements with the family or its representatives regarding 
the part the VFW is to take in the ceremonies. 

When the VFW is asked to use its Ritual at funerals the 
action is expected to follow closely the military ceremony 
prescribed by military regulations. That means we use a 
uniformed color detail with guards and color bearers, the flag- 
covered casket, uniformed pallbearers or escort, chaplain, 
bugler sounding Taps and a firing squad. 

The burial flag (5 x 9 1/2 feet, wool bunting, with hemmed 
heading) will be provided by the government for burial 
ceremonies for all veterans who served honorably. The flag 
will be provided by the government agency returning remains 
to home town, or by local postmaster. 

There are three types of military funeral services: (1) with 
chapel service followed by escort to grave or place of local 
disposition of remains; (2) without chapel service, but with the 
funeral procession forming at or near the cemetery entrance; 
(3) graveside service only "Chapel" means the home, church, 
funeral parlor and places other than the grave. Honorary  
pallbearers may be VFW members or others selected by the 
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Following are some funeral service details to remember: 

• Military funeral regulations do not take firing squad into 
chapel. 

• All military or VFW details shall, in church, have heads 
bared except while actually functioning. Members of color 
detail and firing squad, functioning, do not remove caps. 
Uniformed pallbearers remain covered while carrying 
casket. Uniformed members not in formation, but attending 
services as individuals, stand at attention with cap held to 
left breast whenever casket is moved by pallbearers and 
during salutes and Taps. 

• The Flag of the United States should never be dipped or 
lowered. Only Post colors should be dipped while casket is 
passing and during sounding of Taps. When Post colors 
are dipped the firing squad and color guard come to 
present arms. 

• Military regulations provide that the Flag of the United 
States shall cover the casket during military funeral 
services held in a church or chapel. Comrades making 
arrangements should determine that this is acceptable to 
the minister. 

Following are individual instructions for personnel taking 
part in complete military funeral ceremonies, as prescribed by 
latest army regulations. Check text with Plates 6, 7 and 8 
illustrating action at chapel and graveside: 
Chaplain. Arrives at the chapel before the arrival of the casket 
and stands in front of the entrance to the chapel to one side of 
the body bearers. The Chaplain remains uncovered 
throughout the entire ceremony except in inclement weather, 
or if religious rites prescribe head covering. 

When the body bearers have removed the casket from the 
hearse, the Chaplain leads the body bearers and casket into 
the chapel. Then conducts the chapel service. When the 
chapel service is completed, the Chaplain precedes the casket 
out of the chapel. While the casket is being fastened to the 
caisson, the Chaplain may retire to the vestryroom of the 
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chapel to remove vestments, if so desired. The Chaplain takes 
their position preceding the casket and following the colors in 
funeral procession. 

Upon arrival of the procession at the burial lot, the 
Chaplain waits until the band, escort, and colors have taken 
their positions at the grave site; when the body bearers lift the 
casket from the caisson the Chaplain removes their headdress 
and holds it over their left breast; then precedes the casket to 
the grave site, marching between the two facing ranks of 
honorary pallbearers at the entrance to the burial lot. 

The Chaplain then takes their position at the head of the 
grave, Plate 8; when everyone is in position the Chaplain 
conducts the committal service. At the end of the service, the 
Chaplain steps two steps backward or to the side to make 
room for the bugler to sound Taps. 

After the funeral service is finished, the Chaplain remains 
behind to render any assistance required by the family. 

Band. The band assembles in front of the chapel prior to the 
arrival of the casket and stands at ease until the hearse 
appears. It forms facing the chapel to the right of the entrance 
on line with colors, escort, and firing party as shown in Plate 6. 

When the hearse appears, the band is brought to attention. 
When the body bearers lift the casket from the hearse and the 
escort is brought to the position of present arms, the drum 
major assumes the position of present baton, and the band 
plays an appropriate air. The band continues playing until the 
casket is carried into the chapel. 

During the chapel service, the band remains in position 
and stands at ease. 

When the body is carried out again at the close of the 
chapel service, the band is brought to attention, the drum 
major assumes the position of present arms, and the band 
plays an appropriate air at the moment that the casket 
appears at the entrance to the chapel. lt continues to play 
during the time that the casket is carried to the caisson; it 
stops when the casket is secured. 

When the procession moves off, the band leads the line of 
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march, although the civilian funeral director may precede the 
band and lead the way to the cemetery. 

When the general vicinity of the grave has been reached, 
the procession again is marched slowly to the grave and the 
band may resume playing. 

The band takes its place facing the grave in line with the 
escort as indicated in Plate 8. 

The band plays an appropriate, solemn air from the time 
that the body bearers lift the casket from the caisson until it is 
placed over the grave. The drum major assumes the position 
of present baton. When the casket is placed over the grave, 
the band then ceases playing, comes to parade rest, and the 
members bow their heads. 

When the escort is brought to attention prior to the firing of 
volleys and the sounding of Taps, the band assumes the 
position of attention at the same command. The leader of the 
band executes the hand salute and the drum major comes to 
the position of present baton while volleys are fired and Taps 
is sounded. 

When the services are over, the commander of the escort 
commands the band and escort to move off in quick time. At a 
suitable distance from the grave site, the band plays a lively 
tune as the ceremonial detachment returns to the dispersal 
point. 

Escort and Firing Party. The escort assembles in front of the 
chapel prior to the arrival of the casket and stands at ease 
until the hearse appears. It forms facing the chapel on line with 
the colors and band as shown in Plate 6. 

When the hearse appears, the escort is brought to 
attention. When all is in readiness for the body bearers to 
remove the casket from the hearse, the escort is brought to 
the position of present arms. 

When the casket is carried into the chapel the escort is 
brought to the order and permitted to stand at ease. 

When the casket is brought out from the chapel at the end 
of the chapel service, the escort is called to attention and then 
brought to the position of present arms. The escort remains in 
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this position while the casket is being secured to the caisson. 
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When the casket is secured to the caisson, the escort is 
brought to the order. The escort then takes its place in the 
procession behind the band and marches to the cemetery. At 
the graveside, the escort takes its position in line with the 
band, behind and facing the head of the grave as indicated in 
Plate 8. 

The firing party element of the escort is formed in one rank, 
apart from the escort so that it will not fire over the heads of 
the family when they take their place beside the grave. The 
firing party will execute all commands with escort except when 
specifically indicated otherwise. 

At the moment that the body bearers lift the casket from 
the caisson, the escort is brought to the position of present 
arms. They remain in this position until the casket is placed 
over the grave. 

When the casket is placed over the grave, the escort is 
called to order and brought to the position of parade rest; all 
members of the escort stand in this position with bowed heads 
until the chaplain completes the committal service. 

When the chaplain has finished the service, the escort is 
then called to attention. 

Members of the escort are then given the command, 1. 
Escort less firing party, 2. Present, 3. Arms. At the command 
Arms, the escort, honorary pallbearers, leader of the band, 
bugler and privates of the color guard come to the position of 
present arms. The drum major comes to the position of 
present baton. 

The escort commander then commands: 1. Firing Party, 2. 
With Blank Cartridges, 3. Load. At the command Load, each 
member of the firing party faces half right and carries their 
right foot 12 inches to the right and to such position as will 
secure the greatest firmness and steadiness of the body. Each 
member of the firing party raises their rifle, and drops it into 
the left hand at the balance, right hand at the small of the 
stock, muzzle in the air, at an angle of 45 degrees. Then loads 
their rifle in the manner prescribed in the manual for that 
weapon. 

The escort commander then gives the command, 1. 
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Ready, Aim, 3. Squad, 4. Fire. At the command Ready, each 
member of the firing party remains in the position of load. At 
the command Aim, each member of the firing party raises their 
rifle with both hands to a position of 45 degrees from the 
horizontal, the rifle resting in the palm of their left hand, the 
butt placed and held firmly against their shoulder. The left 
hand is well under the rifle, grasping it at or in front of the 
balance, the right hand grasping the small of the stock. The 
right elbow is at the height of the shoulder. The right cheek is 
pressed firmly against the stock as far forward as it can be 
without straining. The left eye is closed, the right eye looking 
over the rear sight. The rifle is then unlocked. 

At the command Fire, each member of the firing party 
squeezes the trigger of their rifle quickly. The rifle is then 
lowered to the position of load and reload. The escort 
commander then commands: 1. Aim, 2. Squad, 3. Fire. After 
the second volley is fired, the escort commander again gives 
the command, 1. Aim, 2. Squad, 3. Fire, and the third volley is 
fired. 

After the third volley is fired the firing party shall be brought 
to present arms and shall so remain in this position until the 
conclusion of the sounding of Taps. The escort commander 
executes the hand salute while Taps is sounded. 

After the last note of Taps has been played the escort is 
brought to the order. At the same command the firing party 
comes to the order from the position of ready. The firing party 
then rejoins the escort and the escort moves off behind the 
band. 

At the first halt, the rifles of the firing party are unloaded 
and inspected. 

Color Guard. The color guard arrives at the chapel and takes 
its position as indicated in Plate 6 prior to the arrival of the 
hearse. 

When the hearse appears, the color guard is brought to 
attention and the privates of the color guard come to the 
position of present arms with the escort. 

When the casket is carried into the chapel, the privates of 
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the color guard come to the order and the color guard is 
permitted to stand at ease. 
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When the casket is brought out from the chapel at the end 
of the chapel service, the color guard comes to the position of 
attention with the escort. 

The privates of the color guard then come to the position of 
present arms with the escort and remain in this position until 
the casket is secured to the caisson. 

When the casket is secured to the caisson, the privates of 
the color guard come to the order with the escort. The color 
guard takes its position behind the escort and marches to the 
cemetery. 

At the graveside, the color guard takes its position in line 
with the band behind and facing the head of the grave as 
indicated in Plate 8. 

At the moment that the body bearers lift the casket from 
the caisson, the privates of the color guard come to the 
position of present arms with the escort. They remain in this 
position until the casket is placed over the grave. 

When the casket is placed over the grave the privates of 
the color guard come to the order with the escort. The color 
guard then comes to the position of parade rest with the escort 
and stands with bowed heads until the chaplain completes the 
committal service. 

When the committal service is completed, the color guard 
comes to the position of attention with the escort. The privates 
of the color guard then execute present arms with the escort 
and hold that position until the escort is brought to the order, 
when they also come to the order. 

The color guard then moves off following the band, as the 
procession leaves the cemetery in quick time. 

Body Bearers. The body bearers assemble directly in front of 
the entrance to the chapel before the hearse arrives. 

When the escort is brought to the position of attention they 
lift the casket from the hearse and, following the chaplain, 
carry the casket feet first into the chapel, passing through the 
aisle formed by the two facing ranks of honorary pallbearers. 
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If after entering the chapel, a church truck is available, the 
casket may be placed on the truck and only two body bearers 
will be required to guide the casket to the front of the chancel. 
Otherwise, all body bearers carry the casket feet first to the 
front of the chancel and then take their places in the pews 
behind those occupied by the honorary pallbearers at the left 
front of the chapel. (Plate 6.) When the chapel service is over, 
the body bearers lift the casket and carry it out of the chapel 
feet first. The body bearers then secure the casket to the 
caisson. 

In the funeral procession, the body bearers march in two 
files immediately behind the caisson. 

When the procession reaches the entrance of the burial lot, 
and the band, colors, and escort have taken their positions at 
the grave site, the body bearers lift the casket from the 
caisson and carry it to the grave site. 

At the grave site, the body bearers rest the casket on the 
lowering device and remove the interment flag from the 
casket, holding it over the grave waist high. The flag is held 
tightly so that it does not sag over the casket during the 
service. 

At the conclusion of Taps, the body bearers fold the flag as 
prescribed in Plate 9. The Officer in charge presents the flag 
to the next of kin with these words: "On behalf of the 
government of the United States of America, through the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post , I am 
honored to present you with this flag of our country, under 
which your (relationship) has so honorably 
and faithfully served." 

The Officer in charge gives hand salute and retires with 
escort. 

Honorary Pallbearers. The honorary pallbearers arrive at 
the chapel before the hearse arrives. They take positions in 
front of the entrance to the chapel in two facing ranks. 

Upon arrival of the hearse and when the body bearers 
remove the casket from the hearse, honorary pallbearers 
execute the hand salute. 
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When the casket is carried between the two ranks that they 
have formed, they come to the order, execute the appropriate 
facing movement, fall in behind the casket, and enter the 
chapel, the senior preceding the junior and marching to the 
right. (Plate 6.) 

In the chapel, they take places in the front pews to the left 
of the chapel as indicated in Plate 6. 

When the chapel service is over, honorary pallbearers 
assemble at door of chapel and then take positions outside of 
the chapel in two facing ranks, forming an aisle through which 
the casket is carried by the body bearers preceded by the 
chaplain. (See shaded portion of Plate 7.) As the casket is 
carried past them, they execute the hand salute. They remain 
in this position until the casket is loaded on the caisson, when 
they come to the order. 

If the funeral procession rides in cars to the cemetery, the 
honorary pallbearers ride in cars immediately behind the 
caisson. If they march, they march in two files on either side of 
the caisson, the senior preceding and marching to the right. 

The leading member of each file marches opposite the 
front wheels of the caisson. 

When the entrance to the burial lot is reached, the 
honorary pallbearers take positions on either side of the 
entrance. As the body bearers lift the casket from the caisson, 
the honorary pallbearers execute the hand salute. 

When the casket has been carried past them, they come to 
the order and fall in behind the casket, marching to the grave 
site in correct precedence of rank, senior to the right and to 
the front. 

At the grave site they stand in line behind the chaplain at 
the head of the grave. (Plate 8.) They execute the hand salute 
during the firing of volleys, the sounding of Taps, and the 
lowering of the casket into the grave. 

After the ceremony is over they march off in two files 
behind the colors. 

Family. The family arrives at the chapel before the casket is 
received and is seated in pews in right front of the chapel. 
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(Plate 6.) 
When the chapel service is over, the family members 

follow the casket down the aisle until they reach the vestibule 
of the chapel, where they wait until the casket is carried 
outside and secured to the caisson. 

When the procession is ready to form, members of the 
family take their places in the procession immediately behind 
the body bearers. 

When the procession arrives at the graveside, the 
members of the family wait until the band, escort, and colors 
have taken their positions at the grave, and the casket is 
carried between the double row of honorary pallbearers. 

The members of the family take their positions at the side 
of the grave opposite earth mound side for the funeral service. 
(Plate 8.) 

When the graveside ceremony is finished, a member of the 
family receives interment flag from the cemetery 
representative, the officer in charge of the funeral, or the 
individual military escort. 

The family then leaves the cemetery. 
(For further details see latest Army Manual (FM22-5), Drills 
and Ceremonies, or, Bureau of Navy Personnel, Navy Military 
Funerals, NAVPERSS15555D.) 
 

CHAPEL SERVICE 
The following VFW funeral chapel action at the casket of a 

departed comrade may be used if the family of the deceased 
requests that such final rites be performed. Arrangements 
should be made beforehand with the funeral director and 
officiating minister. 

Before the services begin place a staffed Flag of the United 
States to the left of the chapel rostrum (left as those 
assembled face the casket) and the VFW colors to the right of 
the rostrum. 

The casket is covered by a Flag of the United States laid in 
reverse position—with the blue field over the heart of the 
deceased. 

When the services start, the Junior Vice-Commander, 
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Senior Vice-Commander, Officer of the Day, Commander and 
Chaplain are seated on the front row. 

These five members should be dressed in full uniform. 
They wear the VFW cap except during prayer. They have 

the symbols of the stations they occupy. The Junior Vice- 
Commander, sprig of evergreen; Senior Vice-Commander, a 
white flower or flowers: Officer of the Day, a laurel wreath; 
Commander, a small flag of the United States. 

At the moment arranged for the VFW ceremony, preferably 
following the religious service by the minister, priest or rabbi, 
the VFW officers rise and march in single file to the rostrum. 
All movements should be executed in precise, military, orderly 
manner. 

The officers stand facing the assembly, before or near the 
casket. Those assembled see, left to right, Junior Vice- 
Commander, Senior Vice-Commander, Officer of the Day, 
Commander, Chaplain. 

Commander: We, the members of Post No.  , 
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States, are here 
assembled to pay a lasting tribute of respect to our departed 
comrade. When the call of our country was heard Comrade 
(deceased) answered; self was forgotten in the cause of the 
greater good. Bravely they marched away with the abiding 
faith in their God, their country and their flag. 

The red of our country's flag was made redder by their 
heroism; the white more stainlessly pure by the motives which 
impelled them; and, in the starry field of our nation’s glorious 
banner, the blue has been glorified by the service they have 
given for American ideals. 

Parade rest. (Detail responds.) The Chaplain will invoke the 
divine blessing. (Detail hold caps over heart with right hand.) 

Chaplain: (May extemporize or repeat): "O God, Father of us all, 
we here extend these final earthly tributes to our beloved 
comrade. Accept our prayers in behalf of the soul of Thy 
servant departed. Welcome them to Thy house to rest in 
peace. Look with mercy upon the loved ones bereaved by 
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their passing. Comfort and console them through Thine own 
tenderness. These things we ask humbly in Thy name. Amen. 

(All repeat Amen. Replace caps.) 

(A choir, quartet or soloist may sing "Sleep, Soldier Boy" or other 
appropriate song.) 

Commander: One by one, as the years roll on, we are called 
upon to fulfill these sad duties of respect to our departed 
comrades. 

Attention! Officers of Post , Veterans of 
Foreign Wars of the United States, you will now perform the 
last duties of your stations. 

Junior Vice-Commander: (Faces the casket, approaches it, 
stands before blue field of the casket flag in such position that their 
back is not toward the assembly. They fold back the blue corner of 
the flag to leave bare a portion of the casket. Then places the 
evergreen upon the casket and declares so all will hear): 

"On behalf of Post , 
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States, I present this 
evergreen tribute as a symbol of our undying love for our 
comrade." 

(Junior Vice-Commander salutes casket and returns to their place in 
the line.) 

Senior Vice-Commander: (Takes same position at the casket. 
Laying white flowers upon casket and says): "I place these white 
flowers as a symbol of purity upon this casket, and may each 
future generation emulate the unselfish devotion to duty even 
to the last of our comrades." 

(Senior Vice-Commander salutes casket and returns to their place 
in line.) 

Officer of the Day: (Takes same position at the casket. Laying 
wreath upon casket and says): 

"We place this wreath as a last token of affection from their 
comrades-in-arms upon the casket of our departed comrade 
and crown their mortal dust with this symbol of victory." 
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(Officer of the Day salutes casket and returns to their place in line.) 

Commander: (Takes same position at the casket. Placing small 
Flag of the United States upon casket and says): "On behalf of our 
glorious republic, for whose integrity our comrades of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars enlisted and served, we place upon 
their casket this emblem of our country, a country whose arms 
are always open to shelter the oppressed." 

(Commander then replaces folded corner of the casket flag, laying it 
over the evergreen, flower, wreath and flag symbols. Commander 
salutes casket and returns to their place in line.) 

Chaplain: (Delivers brief address extemporaneously or repeats the 
following): 
We come today to honor the memory of one who offered their 
life as a service to our Nation's cause and to our God. Proudly 
we remember their service. Because of men and women like 
our comrade, we live in a land of freedom, peace and justice. 
May our ceremonies of today deepen our reverence for our 
honored comrade and friend. 
We believe that our comrade is now in the hands of our 
Heavenly Father, the Supreme Commander and Judge of all. 
We lay our comrade's body (ashes) to rest. Let us cherish 
their virtues and learn to imitate them. Let each of us be loyal 
and faithful to our remaining missions in life that we too will be 
able to join in that grand fraternity which is on earth and in 
heaven, and remains unbroken. 
We realize how futile mere words are to express our deep and 
abiding sympathy in our loss. May we be comforted by the 
assurance that our comrade, friend and loved one is at rest in 
God's eternal peace, and abides in a place where all burdens 
are lifted and there is no more sickness and pain. 
Comrades, let us now pledge ourselves anew to provide 
support and protection for those left behind; to pick up the 
banner laid down by our comrade, and continue their march to 
face the challenges that confronts us in this life, and may our 
God always be our companion and guide. 
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Commander: This concludes our service. 

(They remove the casket flag and fold it in the regulation manner 
illustrated in the VFW Ritual.) 

(If the body is to be cremated immediately following the services, 
the Commander at conclusion of Chaplain's closing remarks—goes 
to the head of the casket and the Officer of the Day goes to its foot. 
They remove the casket flag and fold it in the regulation manner 
illustrated on page 97 of the VFW Ritual. Commander and Officer of 
the Day return to their places in line with Commander carrying 
folded flag.) Commander: This concludes our service. 

(Commander gives orders necessary to return members of the 
detail to their seats.) 

(Commander presents casket flag to the nearest of kin.) 

(If the above symbolic ceremony is held in a chapel it should not be 
repeated in the burial service. In that case, the VFW action at place 
of interment is described under the headings Committal and 
Benediction.) 
 

VFW BURIAL RITUAL 

Unless the deceased veteran was an active member of the 
VFW the symbolic flower part of the service, paragraphs 
numbered 1 to 4, inclusive, page 107, will not be used. 

Commander: Attention! 

We are here assembled to pay a lasting tribute of respect to 
our departed comrade. 

When the call of our country was heard, Comrade (name of 
deceased) answered; self was forgotten in the cause of the 
greater good. Bravely they marched away with an abiding faith 
in their God, their country and their flag. 

The red of our country's flag was made redder still by their 
heroism; the white, more stainlessly pure by the motives which 
impelled him; and, in the starry field of our nation's glorious 
banner, the blue has been glorified by the service they have 
given for American ideals. 

Parade, rest. 
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The Chaplain will invoke the divine blessing. 

PRAYER 

Chaplain: Almighty and Merciful God and Father of all, in the 
midst these monuments of the dead we see Your hand of 
mercy. 
In the depth of our sorrow, we realize the truth (**) that though 
we die, we shall live again in the shelter of Your love. As 
comrade after comrade departs this life, we march on with our 
ranks growing thinner. Help us to be faithful to You and to one 
another. 
We ask that You would look in mercy upon all of us here 
assembled and with Your compassion and tenderness, 
console and comfort those bereaved by the hand of death. 
Give them the “oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise 
for the spirit of heaviness.” 
Heavenly Father, bless our Nation with freedom, peace and 
righteousness, and through Your Sovereign and Holy Spirit’s 
favor, may we all meet at last before Your throne of Grace in 
Heaven. And to Your Great Name shall be praise forever and 
ever. Amen. 
(** At a Christian burial: “of the inspired words: 'I am the resurrection 
and life; he that believes in me, though he were dead yet shall be 
live.'”) 
(All comrades repeat Amen and assume position of "at ease".) (If a 
choir, quartet or soloist is present an appropriate hymn will be sung, 
preferably "Sleep, Soldier Boy," as indicated in paragraph 9, general 
rules, page 2.) 

(Commander will read the following or they may extemporize): 

Commander: One by one, as the years roll on, we are called 
upon to fulfill these sad duties of respect to our departed 
comrades. The present, full of the cares that beset all nations 
whether engaged in war or peace, fades away as we look 
back on the day this comrade left their home to defend their 
country. Imbued by a spirit of devotion and inspired by an 
undying love of their native land, they gladly went forth and 
joined with comrades both young and old to preserve our 
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heritage of freedom. 

We trust that the example set by our comrade will prove a 
glorious beacon to the youth of our country, who may be 
called to uphold the honor of our flag. 

As the years roll on, we, too, shall have finished our fight, shall 
be laid to rest, and our souls follow the long column to the 
realms above, as all-enfolding death, hour by hour, shall mark 
HIS recruits. 

Comrades, let us so live that when the Keeper of the Eternal 
Records shall have called our names for the last time, those 
we leave behind may say of us, as we say now of this 
comrade. "Here lies all that is mortal of a true- hearted 
comrade, and a fearless defender of their country and flag." 

Commander: Officers, you will now perform the last duties of 
your stations. 
1. Junior Vice Commander places a sprig of evergreen upon 

the casket and repeats: "On behalf of     
Post No. , Veterans of Foreign Wars of the 
United States, I present this tribute as a symbol of our 
undying love for our comrade." 

2. Senior Vice Commander, placing white flowers upon the 
casket, repeats: "I place this symbol of purity upon this 
casket, and may each future generation emulate the 
unselfish devotion to duty of the lowliest of our comrades." 

3. Officer of the day, placing a laurel wreath upon the casket, 
repeats: "We place this last token of affection from their 
comrades in arms upon the casket of our departed 
comrade and crown their mortal dust with this symbol of 
victory." 

4. Commander, gently holding up one corner of the regulation 
flag covering the casket, or placing a small Flag of the 
United States on the casket if there is none on it already, 
repeats: "On behalf of our glorious republic, for whose 
integrity our comrade of the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
enlisted and served, we place upon their casket this 
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emblem of our country, a country whose arms are always 
open to shelter the oppressed.” 

(If the casket is to be interred the small flag if used, will be placed at 
the head of the grave—never to be covered with earth.) 

(Address by Chaplain. The Chaplain shall here repeat the following, 
or may make an address of the same length): 

We come today to honor the memory of one who offered their 
life as a service to our Nation's cause and to our God. Proudly 
we remember their service. Because of men and women like 
our comrade, we live in a land of freedom, peace and justice. 
May our ceremonies of today deepen our reverence for our 
honored comrade and friend. We believe that our comrade is 
now in the hands of our Heavenly Father, the Supreme 
Commander and Judge of all. We lay our comrade's body 
(ashes) to rest. Let us cherish their virtues and learn to imitate 
them. Let each of us be loyal and faithful to our remaining 
missions in life that we too will be able to join in that grand 
fraternity which is on earth and in heaven, and remains 
unbroken. 

We realize how futile mere words are to express our deep and 
abiding sympathy in our loss. May we be comforted by the 
assurance that our comrade, friend and loved one is at rest in 
God's eternal peace, and abides in a place where all burdens 
are lifted and there is no more sickness and pain. 

Comrades, let us now pledge ourselves anew to provide 
support and protection for those left behind; to pick up the 
banner laid down by our comrade, and continue their march to 
face the challenges that confronts us in this life, and may our 
God always be our companion and guide. 

COMMITTAL 
The chaplain or minister in charge will then recite the 

following committal service:  
The Master saith: "Thy brother shall rise again. I am the 

resurrection and the life." 
(This paragraph to be used at discretion of Post.) 
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Dust shall be returned to dust and the spirit to God who 
gave it. 

Earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust and the spirit 
unto the Great Spirit, that watcheth over the lives and souls of 
men and women. Amen. 

All Comrades: Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

The Lord bless and keep us. The Lord make His face to shine 
upon us and be gracious unto us. And may the Lord lift up his 
countenance upon us and give us His peace. And may the 
blessings of Heaven be on all our comrades wherever they are 
dispersed in our world. Amen. 

At the grave, the commander gives the signal to the firing 
squad, which fires three volleys. See detailed instructions. 
Commander then commands right hand salute. 

The bugles sound Taps; the Post colors only, drooping full, 
fly over the grave. At last note commander calls "attention." 

Military regulations governing the conduct of a military 
funeral provide that at conclusion of Taps body bearers shall 
fold the interment flag and present it to the cemetery 
representatives or funeral director for transmittal to the next of 
kin. See last paragraph of instructions to body bearers and 
Plate 9 for proper instructions for folding the flag. 

When the graveside services are concluded the Chaplain 
remains to render any assistance required by the family. The 
band, escort and firing party, color guard, body bearers, 
honorary pallbearers and other VFW comrades leave the 
scene. 

 
SPECIAL NOTICE 

When services are held elsewhere than at the grave (without 
burial) formations will be maintained as nearly as possible to 
those of the foregoing burial ritual, and the Commander shall 
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omit the committal service beginning with the words "The Master 
saith." 

A short, appropriate address should be given by the 
Chaplain followed by the benediction, or an assisting minister 
may give this address and benediction. 

Note: The Commander and their staff must exercise judgment to 
fit the services in this Ritual to the occasion in all instances, 
varying only as exceptional circumstances demand. If the 
prescribed formation cannot be used owing to setting of the 
casket the Commander will inform their members where to take 
station before the exercises begin. No man should take a part 
unless they can render it creditably. Rather appoint a substitute 
who can do it well. If volley firing is objected to omit that part of 
the ceremonial. Always conform to the wishes of the relatives in 
charge. Let no mistake mar the solemnity of this beautiful 
service. 

Every Post should have on hand at all times copies of the VFW 
memorial song, "Sleep, Soldier Boy," for use at all funerals and 
on all commemorative occasions. Get copies from National 
Headquarters, high or low key or for mixed quartet. 
 

CREMATED REMAINS 
When remains are cremated and the ashes interred 

with military honors, the foregoing instructions will govern, with 
necessary modifications. 

Military regulations provide that where the cremated 
remains are carried by hand one person will be detailed to 
carry the receptacle containing the ashes. Four other persons 
will function as bearers of the Flag of the United States. 

When the receptacle containing the ashes is carried 
from the conveyance into the chapel, from the chapel to the 
conveyance, or from the conveyance to the grave, the flag 
bearers follow with the flag folded in proper manner and 
carried by the leading flag bearer on the right. 

When the receptacle has been placed on the stand 
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before the chancel of the chapel, or in the conveyance, the 
folded flag is placed beside the receptacle. If the caisson is 
equipped with casket container for the receptacle, the open 
flag is laid upon the container as prescribed for a casket. 

When remains of the deceased are conducted to a 
crematory and the ashes are to be interred with military honors 
later, the ceremony consists only of the escort to the 
crematory. Arms are presented as the remains are borne into 
the crematory. The firing of volleys and the sounding of Taps 
are omitted. However, if the funeral ceremony is held at the 
crematory and no further military honors are anticipated, the 
volleys may be fired and Taps sounded at discretion of the 
commanding officer. 
 

CEREMONY FOR DRAPING CHARTER 

After motion from floor, or Commander requests ceremony: 

Commander: Officer of the Day, you will obtain drape in 
preparation for draping charter. 

(Officer of Day obtains drape, proceeds to the altar and salutes 
Commander.) 

Commander: (Raps gavel twice) Members rise and face 
charter at attention. 

Commander: Officer of the Day, you will now drape our 
charter in memory of our beloved Comrade     
who has passed on. 

(Officer of Day proceeds to charter and drapes charter.) 

Commander: (While Officer of Day is draping charter) By so 
doing, we as members of Post offer 
solemn tribute to our departed comrade. 

(Officer of Day returns to the altar. Salutes Commander. Retires to 
station.) 

Commander: Comrades, Salute—Two. 

Commander: Comrade Chaplain (Comrades parade rest.) 
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Chaplain: (Proceeds to altar. Gives following prayer): Eternal 
God, let Your mercy rest upon us as we, with grateful 
affection, remember Comrade (name) , who has de- 
parted this life. We thank You for their days upon earth and 
the joy that they brought. May our remembrance of them live 
long among us and be to us a source of guidance and 
strength. Give to those who miss them most deeply, wells of 
consolation from which to draw comfort, and enable us to be 
Your ministers of mercy to them in their time of need. Amen. 

(Commander raps gavel once to seat members.) 

(VFW 62nd National Convention, Resolution 183, mandate provides 
that—"charters should be draped for 30 days for all deceased 
comrades.") After the 30 days an Undraping of the Charter 
ceremony may be performed: 
After motion from floor, or Commander requests ceremony: 

Commander: Officer of the Day, you will prepare to undrape 
the charter. 

(Officer of Day proceeds to the altar and salutes Commander.) 

Commander: (Raps gavel twice) Members rise and face 
charter at attention. 

Commander: Officer of the Day, you will now undrape our 
charter which was draped last month for Comrade _________. 

Officer of the Day proceeds to undrape charter) 

Commander: Comrades, Salute—Two. 
 

 

PARADE REGULATIONS 
 

Formations as shown on Plate 10. 
At National Conventions, Department right of line will be in 

alphabetical order. Post standards and Posts in numerical 
order in each Department. 

At Department Conventions, officers and colors take same 
stations as for National officers, followed by band, Post 
Standards and Posts in numerical order, as above. 
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Armed guards should always flank flags. 
The Flag of the United States should always fly to 

marching right of all other flags or standards; or the Flag of the 
United States should be centered and several paces in front of 
all other flags or standards. 
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If units of the United States Armed Forces participate in a 
parade they usually precede veterans' organizations and other 
units, in the order of precedence prescribed by current 
directives of the Secretary of Defense. 

Uniformed marchers precede those in civilian dress. 
Post officers command companies and platoons, according 

to seniority. 
Comrades should keep their places in line from beginning 

of parade to finish, unless physically unable to do so. 
 

 

HONORING VISITING OFFICERS 
 

Honors prescribed here may be extended by Posts to 
visiting National or Department officers. If the visitor is present 
before the meeting opens, they should be detained in an 
adjacent room by a host comrade or reception committee until 
the Post is ready to receive them. Then they are brought to the 
anteroom. If a visiting officer should arrive unannounced while 
Post is in session, they remain in the anteroom. From this 
point the procedure is identical in both cases. 

The sentinel advises the guard that Comrade     
is present. The guard goes to altar, salutes the Commander 
and announces the visitor. 

Commander: Officer of the Day, you will retire to the 
anteroom and remain with Comrade  until notified to 
enter. 

(Officer of day retires.) 

Commander: Comrades, you will take your stations for giving 
the honors of comradeship. 

(Bugler may sound officers' call. All comrades take stations as in 
"colors," see Plate No. 2, except color bearers who stand at 
attention on either side of the colors and, next to them, color guards 
with rifles at order arms.) 

Commander: Guard, you will admit the officer of the day and 
visitor. 
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(Guard opens door.) 

Commander: Attention! 
(Officer of the day and visitor advance to altar. Officer of the Day 
takes station as if colors were at altar.) 

Officer of Day: Comrade Commander, I have the honor to 
present to this Post, Comrade                   (Gives name and title). 
Commander: Comrades, you will give the honors of 
comradeship—Salute! One! 
(All except color bearers come to salute, color guards present arms. 
Led by the Commander, all repeat in unison): 

All: Comrade (title), we greet you in the name 
of comradeship. 
Commander: Ready, Two! Officer of the Day, you will escort 
Comrade to my right. 
(Officer of day does so and resumes their station.) 

Commander: Comrades, resume stations! 
(Commander introduces the visitor who then or later delivers their 
message. If the visitor retires before meeting closes, the 
Commander commands attention and directs officer of the day to 
accompany the visitor to the anteroom.) 
 

 

TRIBUTE TO COMRADES -- 
P.O.W. OR M.I.A. 

 

The post room will be set theater fashion with the altar or 
small table at front center to receive the symbolic tributes. 

The POW/MIA flag should be properly displayed. 
Post officers in order of rank, or comrades representing 

them, will be seated in front row, right of center isle. If the 
Auxiliary is to participate the officers or representatives will be 
seated in front row, left of center isle. 

The O.D. or other proficient comrade will give the 
preliminary address and act as Master of Ceremonies during 
this ritual. 
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(Suggested opening address) 

O.D.: "Honored guest, comrades, members of the Auxiliary 
and friends, the members of Post #    
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States, are assembled 
here to remember comrades who are being held as Prisoners 
of War or Missing in Action. We must not forget the sacrifices 
these comrades are still making and the suffering they are still 
enduring for us and our way of life. 
They must remain alive in our minds and hearts until we know 
they have returned home to their loved ones or have been 
called to the bosom of Our Heavenly Father. We must 
continue to give moral support to their families who continue to 
suffer along with them." 
“Color Guard! Prepare to post Colors! All rise! Present Arms!" 
The Colors will enter by way of the center isle and be posted 
on each side of the altar. The bearers and guards will remain 
with the Colors during the ceremony. 
O.D.: "Order Arms! Parade, rest! Uncover!" 
Chaplain: “Almighty God and Everlasting Father, we praise 
and glorify You. Thank you for the many blessings You have 
bestowed upon our great Nation. 
Father, we ask You to guide our missing comrades through 
every day and night. Give them unbound strength and courage 
to continue their efforts to survive and return  home to their 
loved ones. If they perish, Lord, we ask You to welcome them 
to the place You have prepared for them where they will rest in 
eternal peace. Amen.” 
O.D.: "Let us all rededicate ourselves to the Flag of our 
Country by reciting the Pledge of Allegiance." 
"Attention! Cover! Present Arms! (O.D. will lead in the recitation 
of the pledge.) Order Arms! You may be seated." "Before you is 
the Flag of the United States, the Flag of our Country for which 
our imprisoned and missing comrades are still suffering and 
dying. Look closely upon this beautiful symbol and listen to the 
words of our officers as they present their symbolic tributes." 

Return to TOC



118 	

(The O.D. will introduce Post officers in turn. They will come forward 
and hold the symbol in view of the audience while speaking.) 
The symbols are: Commander - laurel wreath; Chaplain - evergreen 
sprig; Officer of the Day - blue flowers; Senior Vice Commander - 
white flowers; Junior Vice Commander - red flowers 

(When finished speaking, the officer will turn, place the symbol on 
the altar, salute and return to their seat. 

If the Auxiliary is to participate, they will be introduced along with 
their counterpart of the Post. Each Auxiliary member, instead of the 
Post officer, will hold a symbol in view of the audience while the 
Post officer is speaking. Then both will turn, place the symbol, 
salute and return to their seats.) 

Junior Vice Commander: "The Flag of the United States 
reflects our imprisoned and missing comrades. The red stripes 
reflect their courage and willingness to sacrifice, even their 
lives if necessary. The red of our country's flag has been 
made redder by their heroism. Therefore, we place these red 
flowers to symbolize their courage and gallantry." 

Senior Vice Commander: "The white stripes symbolize the 
purity of purpose that our comrades have in serving under this 
beautiful flag. The white becomes more stainlessly pure by the 
motives which impel them. We place these white flowers as a 
reminder of their unselfish devotion to duty." 

Officer of the Day: "The blue of our flag symbolizes truth and 
fidelity and represents the desire of our missing comrades for 
peace and happiness throughout the world. Therefore, we 
place these blue flowers to symbolize the great love that our 
comrades have for our flag and our country." 

Chaplain: "As our Flag symbolizes undying love for our 
country, this evergreen tribute whose color is a symbol of life 
everlasting and signifies our undying love for our imprisoned 
and missing comrades.” 
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Commander: "As the Flag of the United States symbolizes 
victory over oppression for the living, so this laurel wreath 
symbolizes victory over death for those who have made the 
supreme sacrifice. Therefore, we place this last token of 
affection in honor of our missing comrades who have gone to 
their final reward. 

(If the Auxiliary is participating, the O.D. will call for the Auxiliary 
Chaplain to offer the closing benediction. If not, they will call on the 
Post Chaplain.) 

O.D.: "All rise! Uncover! Parade, rest!" 

Chaplain: "Almighty God, we praise Thee, we glorify Thee 
and we thank Thee for sparing us from the grasp of our 
enemies. Grant us full understandings of the suffering being 
endured by our comrades who are being held as prisoners of 
war or are still missing." 

"We ask Thy blessings upon them, that whatever comforts 
they are denied, whatever evil they must endure may rebound 
to their everlasting happiness." 

"Especially do we seek Thy support for their loved ones. May 
Thy grace be with them always giving them the strength to do 
their daily tasks and the courage to meet the problems of life." 

"We pray for those missing comrades who have been called to 
Thy bosom that whatever justice they have been denied in this 
life has been granted them a hundredfold. Amen." 

O.D.: "Color Guard! Prepare to retire the Colors! Comrades 
attention! Cover! Present Arms! 

The National Anthem will be sung, then the Colors will be 
retired. 

O.D.: "Order Arms! This concludes our ceremony." 
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